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A. V. KynpuH. «Onecsa»

AnekcaHap UBaHoBuY KynpuH
Onecs

Moii cnyra, moBap ¥ CIyTHHUK 110 OXOT€ — MOJIECOBIIMK SIpMoJia BOIeN B KOMHATY, COTHYB-
IIMCH TIOJ] BA3aHKOW JPOB, COPOCHII €€ C TPOXOTOM Ha ITO0JI | MOABIIIAT Ha 3aMEP3IITUE TaTbITbI.

— 'V, Kakoi BeTep, MaHbI4Y, HA IBOPE, — CKa3aJl OH, Ca/ISICh Ha KOPTOUKH TEPe 3aCTOHKOU. —
HyxHo xopotio B rpyOke mpoTonuTs. [103BosIbTE 3amanouky, maHbI4.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa Ha 3aiilieB He noiaeM, a? Kak 1ol nymaenis, Spmona?

— Her... HE MOXHO. .. CIBIIINTE, KaKas 3aBUpPyXa. 3asl TENEph JEKUT U — a HU Myp-Myp...
3aBTpa U OIHOTO CJIeJIa HE YBUAMTE.

Cynn0a 3a0pocuiia MeHs Ha [EeNbIX IIECTh MECAIIEeB B IyXyI0 JepeByIKy BonbiHcKo# rydep-
HUH, Ha okpauny llonecks, u 0xoTa ObljIa eIMHCTBEHHBIM MOUM 3aHITHEM H YIOBOJILCTBUEM. [1pu-
3HAIOCh, B TO BpeMsl, KOTJla MHE MPEUIOKUIIN €XaTh B JAEPEBHIO, S BOBCE HE AyMal Tak HecTep-
nuMo cKyd4atb. S moexan gaxke ¢ panocThio. «llomeche... TIylib... TOHO MPHUPOJIBI... TPOCTHIC
HPABBI... IEPBOOBITHBIC HATYPHI, — TyMall sI, CUJs B BarOHE, — COBCEM HE3HAKOMBIIl MHE Hapo/l, CO
CTPaHHBIMH OOBIYASIMU, CBOCOOPA3HBIM S3BIKOM. .. U YK, HABEPHO, KAKOE MHOXKECTBO MOATHUECKHUX
JereH, mpeaanuil u neceH!» A s B TO BpeMsi (paccka3blBaTh, TAK BCE PACcCKa3bIBaTh) YK€ yCHel
TUCHYTH B OIHOM MaJIeHbKOM ra3eTke pacckas ¢ JBYMs YOMIICTBaMU M OJTHUM CaMOYyOHICTBOM U
3HAJI TEOPETHYECKH, YTO JJIS MMHUCcATEICH MOJIe3HO HAOIIOIaTh HPaBHhI.

Ho... nnu nepedpoackue KpecTbsiHe OTINYAIUCEH KAaKOM-TO 0COOEHHOM, yITOPHON HECOOOIIH-
TEIbHOCTBIO, WM 51 HE YMEI B3SThCS 32 JIEN0, — OTHOLIEHUSI MOU C HUMU OTPAaHUYUBAINCH TOJIBKO
TEM, YTO, YBHJIEB MEHS, OHU €Ile M3/1alli CHUMAJH IIANKH, a MOPAaBHABIIKUCH CO MHOM, yTPIOMO
npousHocuin: «l ait Oyr», uto nomkHo ObL1o 0603Ha4atTh: «Ilomorait bory. Korna e st mpoGosan
C HUMH Pa3rOBOPUTHCS, TO OHU IVISIACTU Ha MEHSA C YAUBIEHUEM, OTKa3bIBAIUCH TOHUMAThH CaMble
IIPOCTHIE BOIIPOCHI U BCE MOPHIBAIUCH LI€JI0BATh Y MEHSI PYKHU — CTaphlil 00bIYaii, OCTaBIIHICS OT
MOJIbCKOTO KPEMOCTHUYECTBA.

Kumxku, kakve y MeHst ObLTH, sl BCE OU€Hb CKOpO nepeynTan. OT CKyKH — XOTS 3TO CHavana
Ka3aJl0Ch MHE HETIPUATHBIM — S CHIeJIall MOMBITKY MO3HAKOMUTHCA C MECTHOW MHTEJUITMTEHIINEH B
JIUIIE KCCH/13a, )KUBIIIETO 3a MATHA/IIATh BEPCT, HAXOAUBIIETOCS IIPH HEM «IIaHA OPTaHHUCTa», MECT-
HOTO ypSTHUKA U KOHTOPILMKA COCETHEr0 MIMEHHSI U3 OTCTaBHBIX YHTEP-0(PHUIIEPOB, HO HUYETO U3
9TOr0 HE BBIILIO.

[ToTtoM s mpoOOBa 3aHATHCS JCUCHHUEM MEPEOPOACKUX KHUTeNIeH. B MoeM pacmopsikeHUH
OBLIH: KACTOPOBOE Maciio, KapOoika, O0pHas KUCIOTa, ioa. Ho TyT, mTOMMMO MOUX CKYJHBIX CBEJIE-
HUM, S HATKHYJICS Ha TTOJTHYI0 HEBO3MOXKHOCTh CTaBUTh JUATHO3BI, IOTOMY YTO IPU3HAKU OOJIE3HU
y BCEX MOMX MAIlMEHTOB OBLIU BCETNa OJHU U TE XKE: «B CGpéI[PIHC OOJNIUT» U «HHU €CTh, HU IIUTh
HE MOXY».

[Ipuxoaut, Hanpumep, ko MHe cTapasi 6ada. BeiTepeB co cMyIlIeHHBIM BUIOM HOC yKa3aTellb-
HBIM MaJbIEM MPABOM PYKH, OHA TOCTAET U3-3a Ma3yXH Mapy Aull, IpUYEM Ha CEKYHIY 5 BUXKY ee
KOPUYHEBYIO KOXKY, M KJIaJIeT UX Ha CTOJ. 3aTeM OHa HauWHAET JIOBUTh MOU PYKHU, YTOOBI 3areyar-
JeTh HA HUX molenyil. S npsuy pyku u yoexaaro crapyxy: «/Jla monno, 6abka... OCTaBb... s HE
TOTI... MHE 3TO He nosaraercs... Uto y Teds 60aut?»

-B cepézu/IHe y MeHsl OOJIUT, aHBIYY, B CAMON YTO HU HA €CTh cepé):[HHe, TakK 4TO JakKe HU
MIUTh, HA €CTh HE MOXY.

— JlaBHO 370 y TeOs caenanoch?
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— A s 3Ha10? — OTBEYAET OHA TaKXKe BONpocoM. — Tak u neuer u neyeT. Hu nurth, HU ecTh
HE MOXY.

U ckonbko 51 HU OBIOCH, OOJIEE OMPEETICHHBIX MPU3HAKOB O0JIE3HN HE HAXOAUTCS.

— Jla BbI He OeCOKONTECH, — IOCOBETOBAJI MHE OJHAXK/bl KOHTOPILKK U3 YHTEPOB, — CaMU
Bbuleuarcs. [IpucoxHer, kak Ha cobake. S, 7ONOXKY BaM, TOJBKO OAHO JIEKAPCTBO YHOTPEOISIO
— Hamartelpb. [Ipuxoaut ko MHE MyXHK. «HYTO TeOe?» — «S, roBopHT, O0NBHOIY... Celdyac xe
eMy I0Jl HOC CKJISIHKY HamarelpHoro cnupty. «Hroxaii!» Hroxaer... «Hroxail eme... cunbHee!..»
Hroxaer... «Yto, nerue?» — «Sk Oyaro nomnermano...» — «Hy, Tak u crynaii ¢ boromy».

K Tomy ke MHE peTniIo 3TO LeI0BaHUE PYK (@ MHBIE TaK MPSAMO MaJald B HOTU U U30 BCEX
CHJI CTPEMUJIUCH 007100bI3aTh MOM Caroru). 37€Ch CKa3bIBAJIOCh BOBCE HE JBMKEHUE TIPU3HATEIb-
HOTO CEepjlla, a IPOCTO OMEpP3UTENIbHAs MMPUBBIUKA, IPUBUTAsI BeKaMu paOcTBa U Hacuiaus. U s
TOJILKO YAUBIISJICS TOMY YK€ CAaMOMY KOHTOPILMKY U3 YHTEPOB U YPSIIHUKY, IS, C KAKOM HEBO3-
MYTHUMOH BaKHOCTBIO CYIOT OHHU B T'yOBI MY»KHKaM CBOU OTPOMHBIE KpacHbIE JIarlbl. . .

MHe ocrtaBanachk ToJIbKO 0XoTa. Ho B KOHIIE sStHBaps HacTyIWiIa Takas MOroja, 4ro M 0Xo-
TUTBCS CTAJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Kaxkblil IeHb Ty CTpaIIHblid BETEP, a 32 HOYb HAa CHETY 00pa30BbI-
BaJICSl TBEPIbIN, JILIUCTHIN CJIION HACTa, MO KOTOPOMY 3asiil nmpoberai, He ocTaBisis cineaoB. Cuas
B3alepTH U NPUCTYIIUBASCh K BOIO BETPA, s1 TOCKOBAJ CTpalIHO. [IoHATHO, S yXBaTHIICSA C JKaHO-
CTBIO 32 TAaKO€ HEBHHHOE pPa3BJICUCHUE, KaK 00yUeHHE TPaMOTEe TIOJIECOBIINKA SIPMOJTBL.

Hauanocw 310, BopoueM, JOBOJIBHO OPUTMHAIBHO. S OJHAXIbl MHMCAl MUCBMO M BAPYT
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KTO-TO CTOMT 3a Moe€il criuHOoM. OOepHYBIIKCH, 51 YBUIET SpMoiy, moaome-
1IET0, KaK U BCeraa, 0€33ByYHO B CBOMX MATKUX JANTAX.

—UYrto Tebe, Spmona? — cripocwui 5.

— Ja BOT auBIIOCH, KaK BbI nuiiere. Bot Obl MHE Tak... Het, HET... HE Tak, KaK BbI, — CMY-
IIEHHO 3aTOPOMIJICS OH, BHJIS, YTO S YABIOAIOCH. .. — MHe ObI TONBKO MOe (pamuine. ..

—3adem 310 Tebe? — ynuBmics ... (Hago 3ametuts, uro Spmorna cunraeTcsi cambiM O€THBIM
¥ CaMbIM JICHUBBIM MY>KHKOM BO BceM [lepeOpose: skanoBaHbe M CBOW KPECTHIHCKHMA 3apab0TOK
OH INIPOIHBAET; TAKUX IUIOXUX BOJIOB, KAK Y HEr0, HET HUIJE B OKpeCcTHOCTH. [Io MoeMy MHEHHUIO,
€MY-TO YK HU B KaKOM CJIyyae HE MOIJIO MOHAJ00UThCS 3HaHUE I'paMoThl.) S erie pa3 cripocui ¢
coMHeHueM: — JJis gero ke Tede Hao yMETh MUcaTh GamMiinio?

— A BuaMTE, KaKoe JIeN0, aHbl4, — OTBETUJ SIpMosia HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MSTKO, — HU OJTHOTO
IPaMOTHOIO HET y Hac B JepeBHe. Korna Oymary kakyro HY»KHO MOJAINNCATh, UM B BOJIOCTH JEJIO,
WIH YTO... HUKTO HE MOXeT... CTapocTa neyarh TOJIBKO KJIaJIeT, a caM HE 3HAaeT, UTO B Hell Hare-
garaHo... To xopomIo ObUT0 OBI AJISt BCEX, €CIH OBl KTO YMEI PacIuCcaThesl.

Takast 3200TIUBOCTB SIPMOITBI — 3aBEIOMOTO OpaKoHbepa, OECIIEYHOTO OPOISATH, C MHEHUEM
KOTOPOTO HUKOT/IA JTaKe HE MOyMall Obl CUMTATHCS CEIBCKUI CXOJ, — TaKask 3a00TIMBOCTh €ro 00
0OLIECTBEHHOM MHTEPECE POIHOTO Celia MOYEMY-TO pacTporajia MeHs. S cam IpeuIoKui AaBaTh
emy ypoku. U1 uto xe 3710 ObLia 3a TskKas paboTa — BCE MOM IMOMNBITKY BBIYYUTh €TO CO3HATEIb-
HOMY 4YTEHUIO U nuckMy! SIpMona, 3HaBUIMI B COBEPIIEHCTBE KaXKAyI0 TPOIMHKY CBOETO Jieca,
YyTb JI HE KaXJ10€ JE€PEBO, YMEBIINNA OPUEHTUPOBATHCS THEM M HOUYBIO B KAKOM YTOJHO MECTE,
pa3IM4aBIIMiI IO CJIEIAM BCEX OKPECTHBIX BOJIKOB, 3alLIEB U JIMCHUIL, — 3TOT CaMbli SIpMoOJa HUKaK
HE MOT MPEJICTAaBUTH ce0e, IouemMy, Hanpumep, OYKBBI «M» U «a» BMECTE COCTABIISAIOT «May. OOBIK-
HOBEHHO HaJl TAKOH 3a/ja4eil OH MyYUTEIbHO pa3ayMbIBal MUHYT JI€CATh, & TO U OOJIBIIE, IPUIEM
€ro CMYIJIOE Xy/10€ JIMIIO C BIAJILIMU YEPHBIMH IIa3aMU, BCE YIIEIIEE B )KECTKYIO UEPHYI0 O0poay
1 OOJIbILINE YCBI, BBIPAXKaJO KPailHIOIO CTENEHb YMCTBEHHOT'O HANPSKEHHUS.

— Hy ckaxu, Spmona, — «ma». [IpocTo TONBKO CKaXu — «Ma», — IpUCTaBail s K HeMy. — He
JIs,AM Ha Oymary, INsiid Ha MeHs, BOT Tak. Hy, roBopu — «may...

Torna fIpmona r1yOoko B3apIXall, Kjlajd Ha CTOJ yKa3Ky U MPOU3HOCUI T'PYCTHO U PELIu-
TEJbHO:

— Her... He mory...
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— Kak xe He Moenib? 1o ke Bellb Tak jJerko. CKaXu MpoCcTO-HAIIPOCTO — «May, BOT KakK
sl TOBODIO.

— Her... He MoTy, aHbIY. .. 3a0bL1. ..

Bce meTonbl, mpueMbl U cpaBHEHUS pa30MBaIUCh 00 3TY UyAOBUIIHYIO HENOHATINBOCTh. Ho
cTpeMiieHue SIpMoJibl K MPOCBEIIEHNIO BOBCE HE 0C1abeBalo.

— MHe 05l TOITBKO MO0 (paMIIIHIO! — 3aCTEHYHBO yIPAIINBAI OH MEHs. — bonbie Hu4ero He
HykHO. Tonpko pamumnuto: SApmona [lonpyxyk — u 60sbIlIEe HUYETO.

OTKa3aBIIMCh OKOHYATEIBHO OT MBICIH BBIYUYHUTh €I0 PAa3yMHOMY YTEHHIO U MIUCHMY, sl CTajl
YUUTh €70 MOJIUCHIBATHCS MeXaHUUeckH. K MoeMy BelIMKOMY yAMBIEHUIO, 3TOT CIIOCO0 OKa3ascs
HanboJee JOCTYIMHBIM SIpMoIie, Tak YTO K KOHILY BTOPOTO MECSIIa MBI YK€ IMOYTH OCHIWIN (hamMH-
uro. YUTo ke KacaeTcst 10 UMEHHU, TO €r0 BBUIY OOJEerdeHus 3a7a4 MBI PEUIMIIN COBCEM OTOpO-
CUTb.

1o Beuepam, OKOHUHMB TOIIKY I1e4ei, SIpMora ¢ HeTepIIeHHEM JT0KHUIAJICs, KOTIA 5 I030BY €T0.

— Hy, SIpmona, naBaii y4uThCsi, — TOBOPHII 5.

OH 6OKOM TOIXOTUIT K CTOITY, O0JIOKaYMBAJICS HA HETO JIOKTSIMH, TPOCOBBIBAII MEXK]Ty CBOUMH
YEPHBIMU, 3aCKOPY3JIbIMH, HECTUOAIOITUMHUCS aIbLIAMU IIEPO U CIIPAILLIMBAJ MEHS, TOJHSIB KBEPXY
OpoBu:

— Ilucarsp?

— [Mymm.

SIpMora TOBOJIEHO YBEPEHHO YepTHII TIEpBYIO OykBYy — «II» (3Ta OykBa y Hac HOocHia Ha3Ba-
HUE: «J[Ba CTOSIKA U CBEPXY MEPEKIIAJANHA»); IOTOM OH CMOTpPEJ Ha MEHSI BOIIPOCUTENIBHO.

— Y0 X TbI HE nuuIenb? 3a0b11?

— 3a0bLI... — JOCAIITMBO Kavall TOJI0BOM SIpMmora.

— Ox, kaxoii Te1! Hy, cTaBb koseco.

— A-a! Koneco, koneco!.. 3Har0. .. — OXUBIsUICS SIpMora u crapaTebHO pucoBail Ha Oymare
BBITSHYTYIO BBEpX (UTYpy, BEChbMa MOXOKYyI0 ouepraHmsiMu Ha Kacruiickoe Mmope. OKOHUMBIIN
3TOT TPYA, OH HEKOTOPOE BPEMs MOTYa JIF0O0BAJICS MM, HAKIIOHSS TOJIOBY TO Ha JIEBBIH, TO Ha Ipa-
BB OOK M IIypsI TJ1a3a.

— Yo xe TbI ctan? [lummu naneie.

— Ilogoxnure HEMHOTO, MaHbIYY. .. ceHyac.

MuHyYTHI IB€ OH Pa3MBbILLISUI U IOTOM POOKO CHpalINBal:

— Tak xe, kak nepBasi?

— Bepno. [Inmm.

Tak mano-nomMary Mbl T0OpaTUCh 10 OCIENHEN OYKBBI — «K» (TBEPIBIN 3HAK MBI OTBEPIIIN),
KOTOpas ObLIA y HAC U3BECTHA KAK «I1aJIKa, a OCPEANHE MaJIKNU KPUBYIIS XBOCTOM HAOOK).

— A 4TO BBI AyMaeTe, MaHblvy, — TOBOPWJI MHOTIA SIpMosia, OKOHYMB CBOM TPYH U IS Ha
HETO ¢ JII0OOBHOW TOPIOCTHIO, — €CJIM OBl MHE €I1l¢ MECSIIEB C ISTh WM IIECTh MOYYUTHCS, 51 OB
coBceM xopouio 3Hai. Kak Bbl ckaxete?
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Spmona cuzien Ha KOPTOUKax Mepes 3acIOHKOM, MepeMeIInBasi B IEUKE YIroJbsl, a S XOIUI
B33/ U BIIEpe] IO AUaroHaiau Moeil koMHarbl. M3 Bcex nBEeHaaaTH KOMHAT OFPOMHOIO MTOMEIIH-
YBEro I0Ma sl 3aHUMaJI TOJIBKO OJTHY, OBIBIIYIO AUBaHHYIO. [pyTrye cTOsIu 3arepThIMU Ha KJIIOY, U B
HUX HETIOJIBIKHO M TOP>KECTBEHHO IIECHEBEIa CTapuHHAA mTo(HAast MeOesb, TUKOBUHHAs OpoH3a
u noptpethl X VIII cronmerus.

Berep 3a ctenamu qoMa O6ecuiicsi, Kak cTapblii 03501l roablid I6sBOI. B ero pese ciblia-
JIUCh CTOHBL, BU3T U JUKHI cMex. MeTenp K Beuepy pacxoauiach emie cuibHee. CHapy»Ku KTO-TO
SIPOCTHO Opocaj B CTEKJIa OKOH FOPCTH MEJIKOTO CyXoro cHera. Henanekuit jec ponran u Tyaen ¢
HEIMPEPBIBHOM, 3aTA€HHOM, [NIyXOH YTPO30H. ..

Berep 3abupascs B mycThle KOMHATHI U B TIEUHBIE BOIOIIME TPYObI, U CTapbIil I0M, BECh pac-
HIaTaHHBIN, JBIPSABBIN, MTOYPa3BATMBIIUNCS, BAPYT OKUBIISJICSA CTPAHHBIMH 3ByKaMH, K KOTOPbIM
sl IPUCTTYIIIUBAJICS C HEBOJIILHOM TpeBOroid. BoT TouHO B3I0XHYIO YTO-TO B O€JIO¥ 3alie, B3J0XHYIO0
Iy0OKO, MIPEPHIBUCTO, MeYalbHO. BOT 3ax0auiu u 3acKpUIeny I1e-TO JaJIeKO BHICOXINNE THUJIbIC
MOJIOBHIIBI TIOJ] YbUMHU-TO TSKENBIMU U OECIIYMHBIMU IIaraMu. YyauTcs MHE 3aTeM, 4TO PSIIOM C
MO€EH KOMHAaTOMi, B KOPUJOPE, KTO-TO OCTOPOKHO U HACTOMYMBO HAXKUMAET HA JABEPHYIO PYUKYy U
MOTOM, BHE3aITHO Pa3bsPHUBIINCH, MUUTCS MO BCEMY JOMY, OCIICHO MOTpsicas BCEMH CTaBHSIMU U
JBEPbMH, WU, 3a0paBIIUCH B TPYOY, CKYJIUT TaK >KaJ00HO, CKYYHO U HEMPEPHIBHO, TO MOJAHUMAS
BCE BbIIIE, BCE TOHBIIIE CBOM T0JIOC, /10 >KaJO0OHOTO BU3ra, TO OMYCKasi €ro BHHU3, 10 3BEPHUHOTO
poryanbs. [Toporo bor BecTs OTKyaa BpBIBAJICS 3TOT CTPALIHBINA TOCTh U B MOIO KOMHATY, mpoderai
BHE3aIHbIM XOJIOJIOM Y MEHsI IO CIIMHE U KoJ1e0al riamsi JJaMIIbl, TYCKJIO CBETUBIICH MO 3eJICHBIM
OyMa>KHBIM, OOTOPEBIIMM CBEPXY a0aKypoMm.

Ha mens namio ctpanHoe, HeompeaenaeHHoe O0ecrokoicTBO. BOT, mtymanocs MHe, CHKY 5
[JIyXOM M HEHACTHOW 3MMHEN HOYBIO B BETXOM JIOME, CPEIU JEPEBHHU, 3aTepsABILECHCS B Jiecax U
Cyrpo0ax, B COTHSIX BEPCT OT TOPOACKOH JKHU3HH, OT 00IIECTBa, OT KEHCKOTO CMeXa, OT YeJoBede-
CKOTO pasroBopa... VI HauMHall0 MHE MPEeACTABIATHCSA, YTO TOJBI U JIECATKH JIET OyAeT TSIHYThCS
3TOT HEHACTHBIN Beuep, OyeT TSAHYThCA BILUIOTH 10 MOEH CMEPTH, U TaK ke OyJeT peBeTh 32 OKHAMU
BETEp, TaK K€ TYCKIJIO OyJeT ropeTh Jlamma 1moja yOooruM 3eJeHbIM abaxKypoM, Tak ke TPEBOXKHO
OyIy XOIUTh s B3aJ U BIIEpe]] IO MOEH KOMHATE, TaK e Oy/IeT CHJIETh OKOJIO MEYKU MOTYATUBBIN,
COCPEIOTOYECHHBIN SIpMosIa — CTpaHHOE, YyK/10€ MHE CYLIECTBO, PABHOYIIIHOE KO BCEMY Ha CBETE:!
U K TOMY, UTO Y HETO JIoMa B CEMbE €CTh HEUero, v K OyIlIeBaHUIO BETPa, M K MOEI HeOIpeIeIeH-
HOW, pa3bearolen TOCKe.

MHe BApYT HECTEPIUMO 3aXOTENIOCh HAPYIIUTH 3TO TOMUTEILHOE MOJTYaHHE KaKUM-HUOYTb
oJJ00MEM YeJIOBEYECKOTO T0JI0Ca, U 5 CIIPOCHI:

— Kak 161 gymaenns, SIpMona, OTKy/a 3T0 CEroJiHs Takoi BeTep?

— Berep? — oro3Bancs SIpMona, 1€HUBO MOAbIMAsI TOJIOBY. — A MaHbIY pa3Be HE 3HAET?

— Koneuno, He 3Ha10. OTKyz1a e MHE 3HaTh?

— W BopaBay He 3HaeTe? — OKUBUWIICS BAPYT SIpMoria. — DTO 51 BaM CKaxy, — MPOI0JIKAI OH
C TAaMHCTBEHHBIM OTTEHKOM B I'0JIOCE, — 3TO Sl BaM CKa)XKy: UM BeJlbMaKa HapOAWJIACh, YA BEAbMaK
BECEJIbE CIIPABIISIET.

— Benpmaka — 3TO KOJIyHbs NO-Baliemy?

— A TaK, Tak... KOJAYyHbs.

S ¢ xaaHOCTHIO HaKUHYIICA Ha SIpMony. «[louem 3HATh, — Aymat s, — MOXKET OBITh, ceifdac ke
MHE YJIaCTCS BBDKATh U3 HErO KaKyro-HUOYIb HHTEPECHYIO UCTOPHIO, CBA3AHHYIO C BOJIIEOCTBOM,
C 3apBITBIMU KJIaJJaMH, C BOBKYJIAKAMU?..»

— Hy, a 'y Bac 31ech, Ha [lonecbe, ecTb BeibMbl? — CIPOCHUIT 1.
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— He 3Hato... Moxer, ectb, — 0TBeTUI SIpMoOIIa ¢ IPEKHUM PaBHOAYIIMEM U OMSTh HArHYJICS
K riedke. — CTaphpie JTFOU TOBOPST, UTO OBLIN KOTAA-TO... MOXET, U HeNpaB/a. ..

S cpazy pazouapoBaiics. XapakTepHOil uepTod SIpmosibl Obuta yHnopHas HECIOBOOXOTIIH-
BOCTb, U 1 YK HE HaJIesICsl TOOUTHCS OT HETO HUYero 0oJbIne 00 3ToM nHTepecHoM npeamere. Ho,
K MOEMY Y/IMBJICHHUIO, OH BAPYT 3arOBOPUJI C ICHUBON HEOPEKHOCTHIO U KaK OyaTO OBbI 00pamniasch
HE KO MHE€, a K I'y/IeBLICH MeUKe:

— bbla y Hac JieT 0Tk TOMY Ha3aj Takas BeJlbMa... ToJIbKO ee XJIOMLBI ¢ ceja MporHanu!

— Kyna xe onu ee nporuanu?

— Kyna!.. 3BectHO, B s1ec... Kyna xe ewme? U xary ee cinomaiu, 4ToObl OT TOTO MPOKJISATOTO
KyOJ1a 1 IIETIOK HE OCTANIOCh... A caMy €€ BbIBEJIH 3a BBILIHUIIBI U 110 IIEE.

—3a 49To Ke TaK ¢ Hell 00onLTHCh?

— Bpena ot Hee MHOTO OBLIO: CCOPUIIACH CO BCEMM, 3€Jb€ MOJ XaThbl MOJUIMBAJIA, 3aKPYTKU
Bs3asia B xkute... OUH pa3 MpOCHJIa OHA y HaIIeH MOJOAMIIBI 370T (MATHAALATH Koreek). Ta e
roBoput: «Her y MeHs 31mota, orcranby». — «Hy, 106pe, roBopurt, Oyzemb Thl IOMHUTH, KaK MHE
3JI0TOTO HE Aaina...» W 4To ke BBl Jymaere, MaHblYy: C TEX CAMbIX MOP CTAJ0 Y MOJIOIUIIBI AUTS
6onets. boneno, 6oneno, xa u coBcem ymepiio. BoT Toraa xiionusl BenbMaKy U MPOTHAJH, ITyCTh
€l O4M MOBBUIA3AT. ..

— Hy, a rne ke Tenepp 3Ta BebMaka? — MPOAOIIKa s JIIOOOMBITCTBOBATD.

— Beapmaka? — MeIJIEHHO TIEpECTIPOCHII, IO CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHMIO, SIpMonia. — A s 3Ha10?

— Pa3Be y Hee He ocTanoch B IepeBHE KaKON-HUOYIb POAHU?

— Her, ne octanocs. Jla oHa uykas Obliia, U3 KallalloK Y U3 IBITAHOK. .. S elle MaJeHbKIUM
xJrorieM ObLI, KOTJIa OHa MpHIUIA K HaM B ceno. M neBoyka ¢ Hei Obuta: JOoYKa MM BHYYKA...
O6eux nporxHanm...

— A Tenepsp K Hell pa3Be HUKTO HE XOAMT: NOraJaTh TaM WIN 3€Jbsi KAKOro-HUOyIb MONpo-
CUTB?

— ba0w1 Geratot, — mpeHeOpeXXUTENIBHO YpOHUI Spmorna.

— Ara! 3HaunT, BCe-TaKHl U3BSCTHO, TJI¢ OHA KUBET?

— S He 3Hat10. .. ['OBOPAT JMr01M, UTO I1e-To okouo brucosa KyTa oHa xuBeT. .. 3HaeTe — 6011070,
gt0 32 prHOBCKUM nUIIXoM. Tak BOT B 3TOM 00JIOTE OHA M CUIMT, TPSCHIII €€ MaTepH.

«Benpma KHMBET B KaKMX-HUOYIb IECSITH BEpCTax OT MOETO JIOMA... HACTOSIIAsl, JKUBAs,
nojecckas Beibmal» OTa MbICHIb cpa3y 3aMHTEPECOBAJIa U B3BOJIHOBAJIA MEHSI.

— [Mocnymraii, Apmora, — 0OpaTUIICS 5 K MOJIECOBILUKY, — a Kak Obl MHE C HEH TTO3HAKOMUTHCS,
C 3TOi BeApMOI?

— Tedy! — crurronyn ¢ Herogosanuem SIpmomna. — Bot eme 106po Hanum.

— J1o6po nunu HenoOpo, a 51 K Hel Bce paBHO noiay. Kak Toibko HEMHOTO MOTEIIEET, ceryac
K€ U OTIIPABIIOCH. Thl MEHS, KOHEYHO, IPOBOJIUIIIL?

SpMoiy Tak mopasuiIy MOCIETHUE CJI0BA, YTO OH AK€ BCKOUMJI C MOIY.

— 517! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH ¢ HerozoBaHueM. — A 1 Hu 3a uto! ITycth oHO Tam bor Benaet uro,
a s He TIOW Y.

— Hy BoT, mynocty, noiaemsb.

— Her, nanblvuy, HEe NOWY... HU 3@ 4TO HE MOWUTY... YTOOBI 47! — ONATH BOCKJIMKHYJ OH,
OXBau€HHbIN HOBBIM HAIJILIBOM BO3MYIIEHUA. — UTOOBI 51 1o11esn 1o BebMaubero kyomna? Jla mycts
menst bor 6oponut. M Bam He COBETYIO, TaHbIY.

— Kak xouenib... a g Bce-Taku noiiry. MHe o4eHb JH000IBITHO HAa HEE TOCMOTPETD.

— Huuero tam HeT mo0omnbITHOTO, — poOypuain SpMona, ¢ cepaleM 3axJomnbiBasi MEYHYIO
TBEPKY.

Yac cnycTsl, korna oH, y>ke yOpaB caMOBap U HalMBILKCh B TEMHBIX CEHSX 4alo, coOupacs
UJTU JOMOM, sI CHPOCHIL:

— Kak 30ByT 3Ty BeqibMy?
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— Manyitnuxa, — oTBeTHI SIpMora ¢ rpy0oit MpayHOCTBIO.

OH XOTs ¥ HE BBICKa3bIBaJl HUKOI/Ia CBOUX YYBCTB, HO, K&YKETCSI, CUJIBHO KO MHE ITPUBS3AJICH,
IPUBSI3AJICS 3a Hally OOLIYI0 CTPacTh K 0XOTE, 3a MO€ MPOCTOE 00pallleHue, 3a MOMOLIb, KOTOPYIO
sl U3pEKa OKa3bIBaJl €ro BEYHO TOJIONAIOLIEH CEMbE, a IIaBHBIM 00pa3oM 3a TO, YTO S OJUH Ha
BCEM CBETE€ HE KOPHWJI €ro MbSIHCTBOM, 4yero Spmosna tepnets He MoOr. [lo3TOMy MOsSI pemmMocThb
MIO3HAKOMUTHCS C BE€IbMOM ITPUBEJIA €TI0 B OTBPATUTEILHOE HACTPOEHHE JTyXa, KOTOPOE OH BhIPA3HII
TOJIbKO YCUJIEHHBIM COTIEHHEM J1a €IlI€ TEM, YTO, BBIM/IS Ha KPbUIbLIO, U3 BCEH CHIIBI yIapHJl HOTOU
B 00K CBOIO cobaky — PsaOunka. PaOunk oTuassHHO 3aBU3Kajl M OTCKOYHJI B CTOPOHY, HO TOTYAC e
noOexal Beien 3a SIpMoIioi, He mepecTaBasi CKYJIUTh.
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Hus uepe3 Tpu noreruieno. OgHaxabl yTpoM, OUY€Hb paHo, SIpMoiia BoIIEd B MO0 KOMHATY
¥ 3asBUJT HEOPEIKHO:

— HyXHO py*b€ NOYUCTUTH, TaHBIY.

— A 4T0? — cripocu s, MOTATUBASCH MO OJIESATIOM.

— 3asi1] HOYBIO CUJIbHO MOXOAMJI: CJI€I0B MHOTO. MOXeT, MoieM Ha TaHOBKY ?

S Bunen, uro Slpmone He TEpPOUTCS CKOpee MONTH B JEC, HO OH CKPBIBAET 3TO CTPACTHOE
JKEJIaHWe OXOTHHKA MO0J] HAITyCKHBIM paBHOAYILIMEM. J[eMICTBUTENBHO, B IEPEAHEN YKE CTOsIA €T0
OJTHOCTBOJIKA, OT KOTOPOI HE YIIIeN elle HU OAUH OeKac, HECMOTPSl Ha TO, YTO BONMU3HU JAyNa OHA
Obly1a yKpallleHa HECKOJbKUMU OJIOBSIHHBIMU 3aIllaTaMu, HAJIO)KEHHBIMU B T€X MECTax, I1e PiKaB-
YUHA U TIOPOXOBBIE ra3bl IPOEIH KEJe30.

EnBa BoiiAs B j1€c, Mbl TOTYAC )K€ HAIalM HA 3asi4Mil ClIe[: JBE JalKy PSAIOM U JIBE MO3a/H,
OJIHA 3a JIpYTOi. 3asll BIIIEI Ha JOPOTY, IPOILET 10 HEHM CaXeH JBECTH U Ceal C JOPOT'H OTPOM-
HBI NPBHKOK B COCHOBBIN MOJIOJIHSIK.

— Hy, Teneps Oynem o6xomuTh ero, — ckazan Apmona. — Kak gan cronba, Tak TyT ceifuac u
nspkeT. Bol, manbry, uaute. .. — OH 3agymMarcs, coodpaxas Mo KaKuM-TO €My OJIHOMY HU3BECTHBIM
npUMeTaM, Ky/la MeHsl HallpaBUTh. — ... BbI uauTe 10 cTapoit kopumsl. A s ero 000iiny ¢ 3aMibiHa.
Kak Tonbko cobaka ero BBITOHUT, 51 Oyly TYKaTh BaM.

W oH ToTuac e CKpbUICA, TOUHO HBIPHYJ B T'YCTYIO Yallly MEJIKOIO KycTapHuKa. S mpuciy-
mrancs. Hu oauH 3ByK He BbIal ero OpakoHbEPCKOM MOXOAKH, HU OJIHA BETOUYKA HE TPECHYIA MO
€ro Horamu, 0OyTHIMH B JIBIKOBBIE ITOCTOJBI.

$1 HeTOpOIIMBO JIOIIEN JO CTapOd KOPYMBI — HEXHWIJIOW, pa3BaJIMBILEHCS XaThl, U CTajJ Ha
OMYIIKE XBOMHOIO J€ca, MOJ BBICOKON COCHOW C MPSMBIM T'OJBbIM CTBOJIOM. BBUIO Tak THUXO, Kak
TOJILKO OBIBAET B JIECY 3UMOIO B Oe3BeTpEHHBIN JIeHb. HaBucIIMe Ha BETBAX MBIIIHbIE KOMbS CHETa
JABUJIM UX KHU3Y, IPUAaBasi UM YyIECHBIN, MPa3IHUYHBIN U X0Ja0aHbIi BUl. [Io BpemeHam cphi-
BaJIach C BEPIIMHBI TOHEHbKAsI BETOUKA, U YPE3BBIYANHO SICHO CIBIIIATIOCH, KAK OHA, Iajaasi, C Jier-
KHM TPECKOM 3ajieBajia 3a Apyrue BeTBu. CHEr po30BeN Ha COJIHIIE U CUHEN B TeHU. MHOi1 oBna-
JIEJI0 TUXO0E€ OYapOBaHUE ITOTO TOPKECTBEHHOTO, XOJIOIHOTO OE3MOJNBUS, U MHE Ka3aloCh, UTO 5
YYBCTBYIO, KaK BpeMsI MEJJICHHO 1 OECIIYMHO MPOXOIUT MUMO MEHS. . .

Bapyr nanexo, B camoii vaiie, pazaancs nail PsOurka — xapakTepHslii 1ail codaku, uayien
3a 3B€pPEM: TOHEHBKHI, 3aJIMBYAThIN U HEPBHBIH, [TOUTH NEPEXOAAIINM B BU3T. TOTYAC XK€ yCIblan
sl U TOJIOC SIpMOJTBI, KpUUYABIIETO ¢ OKECTOUEHUEM Beiiel] colake: «Y — Oblit! YV — Oblii!», nmepBsiii
CJIOT — MPOTSHKHBIM PE3KUM (PaliblIeTOM, a BTOPO — OTPBIBUCTOM 6aCOBOM HOTOH (I TOJIBKO MHOTO
BPEMEHH CITYCTS JO3HAJCS, YTO ATOT OXOTHUYUHN MOJECCKUN KPUK MPOUCXOAMT OT Iarojia «you-
BaTh»).

MHe kazanocsk, cyas Mo HampaBJIeHUIO Jasi, YT0 cO0aKa TOHUT BIIEBO OT MEHSI, U 1 TOPOILIUBO
noOexxaln yepes MOJSHKY, YTOOBI epexBaTUuTh 3Beps. Ho He ycmen s caenarh U ABaLATH I11aroB,
KaK OTPOMHBIN cepblii 3asll BHICKOUMI U3-3a MHA U, KaK OyATo Obl HE TOPOISCh, 3AT0KHUB Ha3a]l
JUIMHHBIE YIIIW, BBICOKUMU, PEIKUMHU MPbDKKaMH MepeOekaln uepe3 TOpory U CKPbUICS B MOJIOA-
Hsike. CeoM 3a HUM CTPEMUTENbHO BhUIeTeN Pabunk. YBUIeB MeHs, OH c1ab0 MaxHYJ XBOCTOM,
TOPOILTUBO KYCHYJ HECKOJIBKO pa3 3y0aMu CHET U OISTh MOTHAJ 3aii1ia.

SpMona BAPYT Tak ke OECIIyMHO BBIHBIPHYI U3 YalllH.

— Yro ke Bbl, MaHbIY, HE CTAIU €My Ha Jopore? — KpUKHYJI OH U YKOPU3HEHHO 3a4MOKaj
SI3BIKOM.

— Jla Beap nanexo ObUIO. .. OOMbIe ABYXCOT IIaroB.

Buas moe cmyienue, Spmosna cMAr4uiics.

—Hy, Huyero... On ot Hac He yieT. Unnte 3a UpuHOBCKHUI LIJISIX, — OH CeiYac TyJa BbIAJET.
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S nomen no HanpaieHUIO VIpUHOBCKOTO LUISIXa U YK€ Yepe3 MUHYTHI JBE YCIbIXaJ, UTO
co0aka OnsiTh FOHUT IJIE-TO HENAJIEKOo OT MeHs. OXBauyeHHbIN OXOTHUYBUM BOJTHEHHEM, 51 [TOOeXKall,
JIeprKa py’Kbe HallepeBeC, CKBO3b I'YCTOM KyCTapHUK, JIOMasi BETBU U HE o0Opalliasi BHUMaHMsI Ha UX
KECTOKME yrapbl. S Oexan Tak JOBOJIBHO JIOJITO U YK€ CTaJl 3a/1bIXaThCsl, KaK BAPYT Jail codaku
npekpatwics. S nomien tuiie. MHe Ka3anoch, YTO €Clu s Oyy UJITH BCE MPSIMO, TO HEIPEMEHHO
BCTpeuych ¢ Spmornoit Ha MpuHoBckom muisixy. Ho Bckope st yOenuscs, 4To Bo BpeMs Moero Oera,
oru0asi KyCTbl U ITHU U COBCEM HE JyMasi 0 Jopore, s 3a0ayauics. Torna st Hauan kpudars Spmore.
OH He OTKJIMKAJICS.

Me:xy TeM MallMHAJNbHO 5 LIeNl Bce Janblue. Jlec peaen NOHEMHOTY, Mo4Ba OMycKallach
U CTaHOBWJIACh KOuKoBaToOM. Cliell, OTTUCHYTHIN Ha CHETy MOEH HOIoi, OBICTPO TEMHEN U HaJU-
BaJsics Bos10i1. Heckonbko pas s yke npoBanuBaics Mo KojeHa. MHe NpuXoauiochk NepenpbiruBarh
C KOYKH Ha KOYKY; B IOKPBIBABILIEM UX I'yCTOM OypOM MXY HOTU TOHYJIH, TOYHO B MSATKOM KOBpE.

Kycrapuuk ckopo coBcem oxorumiics. [lepeno MHo# Ob110 G0IBIIOE KpyTIioe 60I0TO, 3aHe-
CEHHOE CHETOM, M3-110J] OeJ0i MeseHbl KOTOPOro Topyaiu peakue kouku. Ha nporuBonoaoxHoM
KOHIIE 00JI0Ta, MEX/y IEPEBBSIMU, BBIIVISIBIBAIN O€Jble CTEHBI KAaKOK-TO XaThl. «BepodTHo, 3aech
JKUBET UPUHOBCKUI JIECHUK, — TOAyMal 5. — Hajgo 3aiiTh 1 pacCIpoOCUTh Y HETO IOPOTY».

Ho noiitu 1o xatel Obu10 HE Tak-TO Jerko. Kaxkryro MuHyTYy 5 yBsizan B Tpsicuse. Carnoru Mmou
HaOpaJy BOJIBI U ITPH KAXKIOM IIIare rpOMKO XJTFONANIN; CTAHOBUIJIOCH HEBMOYB TSHYTh UX 32 COOOI0.

Haxownern s nepeOpascs uepes 31o 60710T0, B300paics Ha MaJ€HbKHUI TPUTOPOK U TEMIEPh MOT
XOpPOLIO PAaCCMOTPETh XaTy. DTO Aake Obula HE XaTa, @ UMEHHO CKa30uHas M30yIIKa Ha KypbHX
HoXkKax. OHa He Kacajach [10JIOM 3€MJIH, a ObLIa TOCTPOEHA Ha CBasIX, BEPOSTHO, BBUTY ITOJIOBOJIbS,
3aTOIUISIOLIETO BECHOK Bech MpuHoBCckui nec. Ho ogHa cTOpoHa €€ OT BpEMEHH 0cella, U 3TO
NpUIaBajio U30yIIKe XpOMON M NeYalIbHBIA BUA. B OKHaX HEIOCTaBajJO HECKOJNBKHUX CTEKOI; X
3aMEHUIIN KaKUe-TO TPSA3HBIC BETOMIKH, BBIMUPABIIUECS TOPOOM HApPYXKYy.

S Haxkan Ha KISIMKY M OTBOPHJI ABEpb. B xare ObuIO OYEHb TEMHO, a Y MEHS, I1OCJIE TOro
KakK s JOJITO IVIsIZIE Ha CHET, XOAWJIU Mepe I1a3aMu (PUOJIETOBbIE KPYTH; IIO3TOMY s JOJTO HE MOT
pa3o0path, €CTh JIU KTO-HUOYIb B XaTe.

— D, noOpwIe JTFOIN, KTO U3 BaC JIoMa? — CIIPOCHII 51 TPOMKO.

OKOJIO MeYKH YTO-TO 3aBO3HMIIOCH. S mojomnien moOnmxe u yBUAAN CTapyXy, CHIEBIIYIO Ha
noxiy. Ilepen Helt nexana orpoMHast Ky4a KypHHBIX mepbeB. Crapyxa Opana OTIENbHO KaKIoe
nepo, caupaa ¢ Hero OOPOKY | Kilaia IMyX B KOP3HHY, a CTEPKHH Opocalia IpsMo Ha 3EMITIO.

«/la Benb 310 — Manyiimxa, MpUHOBCKasl BEbMa», — MEJIBKHYJIO Y MEHS B TOJIOBE, €/1Ba A
TOJIBKO TIOBHUMATEJIbHEE BIVIAEIICS B CTapyXy. Bee uepThl 0a0bI-ry, Kak ee n300pakaeT Hapoa-
HBI 3110C, ObUIN HAJUIIO: Xy/Ibl€ LIEKHU, BTSIHYThI€ BHYTPb, [IEPEXOMIIA BHU3Y B OCTPBIN, JTUHHBIH,
JpstOnbIil TOAO0OPOAOK, MOUTH COMPUKACABIIUICS C BUCAIUM BHU3 HOCOM; ITPOBAJIUBIIMICS O€3-
3yOBIii pOT OECTIPECTaHHO JBUTAJICS, TOYHO MEPEKEBHIBAS YTO-TO; BBIIBETIIHNE, KOT/IAa-TO TOIyObIe
I71a3a, XO0JIO/IHbIE, KPYIVIbIE, BBIITYKJbIE, C OYEHb KOPOTKMMH KPAaCHbIMU BEKaMH, IVISAENIH, TOUHO
[1a3a HEBUJIAHHOM 3JIOBEIIECH NTULBI.

— 3apaBcTBY#, 6abka! — cka3al s Kak MOYKHO IpHUBeTIIHBee. — Te0st y)x He MaHyHIuxoi Tu
30ByT?

B oTBeT 4TO-TO 3aKJIOKOTANO W 3aXpHIIENO B TPYIU y CTapyXH: MOTOM M3 ee 0e33y0oro,
IIAMKAIOIIETO PTa BBIPBAJIUCH CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH, TO MIOXOKUE HA 3a/IbIXAIOLIEECs KapKaHbe CTapoi
BOPOHBI, TO BAPYT MEPEXOUBIINE B CUTUTYIO OOPBIBAIONTYIOCS (DUCTYITY:

— [pex e, moxet, 1 Manyinuxoi 3Bajiv 100pbIe JIONH. .. A TeTephb 30BYT 30BYTKOH, a BEJIH-
yatoT yTkoil. Tebe 4To Ha/mo-10? — CrpoCHiIa OHA HEAPYKEIOOHO U HE MPEKpalas CBOETro0 OJHO-
00pa3HOro 3aHIATHS.

— Jla Bot, 6abymika, 3a0myauics si. MoxeT, y TeOst MOJIOKO HaiIeTCs1?

— Her monoka, — cepauto otrpe3ana crapyxa. — MHOro Bac 1o jecy XoauT... Becex He Hamo-
UIllb, HE HAKOPMHUIIIb. . .
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— Hy, 6a0ymika, HelackoBasi Jke ThI 10 TOCTEH.

— U BepHO, 6aTIOMIKA: COBCEM HeackoBasi. Pa3HOCOIIOB /715t BaC HE ICPKUM. YCTaJ — MOCHIH,
HUKTO TeOs U3 XaThl HE TOHUT. 3HACIlIb, KaK B MocoBHIle roBopurcs: «lIpuxonure k Ham Ha 3aBa-
JIMHKE MMOCUAETh, Y HAIlIEro Mpa3JHUKaA 3BOHA MOCIYyIIaTh, a 00€AaTh K BaM Mbl U CaMH Jloraja-
eMcs». Tak-To BOT...

D1 000POTHI peur cpazy yOeIuIu MEHs, YTO CTapyxXa JACUCTBUTEIHHO MPHUIILIAsS B STOM
Kpae; 3/1eChb He JI00AT U He MOHUMAIOT XJIECTKOM, YCHAIIEHHON pEeAKUMU CIOBLIAMU PEYH, KOTO-
pOii Tak OXOTHO ILEroJsieT KpacHoOall-ceBepssHUH. Mex1y TeM cTapyxa, MpoJoiKas MeXxaHuye-
CKH CBOIO paboTy, Bce erie 6opMoTaia 4To-To cebe Mo HOC, HO BCe THIIE U HeBHATHEE. S pa3ou-
paJ TOJILKO OT/AETBHBIC CJIOBA, HE UMEBIITNE MKy COOON HUKAKOU CBsI3u: «BoT Tebe u 6adymika
Mamnyiinuxa... A KTO Takoi — HEBe1oMoO. ... JleTa-To mon He ManeHbkue... Horamu erosur, ctpe-
KOYMT, COKOUYUT — YUCTAasi COPOKA...»

51 HexoTOpOE BpeMsi MoJT4a MPUCITYIIUBAJICS, M BHE3AIIHAS MBICIIb, UTO MEPEI0 MHOIO CyMa-
CILIE/IIas KEHILMHA, BbI3BaJIa y MEHS OILyIlIeHHEe Ope3NIMBOro cTpaxa.

OpnHako s ycren oCMOTpEeThCs BOKPYT ceOst. bombimyro 4acTe u30bI 3aHUMaNa OrpOMHAst
obmyrnuBmasics neuka. O0pa3oB B mepenHeM yriay He 0bi10. [To creHam, BMECTO OOBIYHBIX OXOTHH-
KOB C 3€JIEHBIMU yCaMHU U (PUOJIETOBBIMHU COOAKaMH U OPTPETOB HUKOMY HE BEJIOMBIX [€HEPAJIOB,
BHCEJIM ITyYKH 3aCYIICHHbIX TPAB, CBA3KU CMOPILEHHBIX KOPEIIKOB U KyXOHHas nocyna. Hu coBsl,
HU YEPHOI'0 KOTa 51 HE 3aMETUJI, HO 3aTO C MEYKHU ABa PAOBIX COIMUIHBIX CKBOPLIA IVISIIETN Ha MEHS
C YIUBJICHHBIM U HEJOBEPUYMBBIM BUJIOM.

— baOymika, a BOABI-TO y Bac, 10 KpaliHEH Mepe, MOYKHO HATUTHCA? — CIPOCHIT 51, BO3BBIIIAS
roJsoc.

— A BOH, B KaJIKe, — KUBHYJIa F'0JIOBOM CTapyxa.

Bopna or3siBana 6onoTHOM pkaBunHOM. [ToOnarogapus crapyxy (Ha 4To oHa HE oOparuiia HU
MaJIeWIIero BHUMAHUs), s1 CIIPOCHII €€, KaK MHE BBIMTH Ha LUISX.

Ona BAOpyr moAHs1a rojoBy, HOMVISAENa Ha MEHsI IPUCTAJIbHO CBOMMM XOJOJHBIMH, MTHU-
YBUMU TJIa3aMH 1 3a00pMOTalia TOPOIUTHBO:

— WUnu, unu... Uamn, mononen, ceoerr noporoi. Hewero Tyt tebe nenarb. Xopour rocth B
rocTuHKYy... Ctymnaii, OaTiomnika, CTynau. . .

MHe u 1eiicTBUTENIBHO HUYETO OOJIbIle HE OCTaBAJIOCh, Kak yiuTu. Ho BApyr MHE mpHIILIO
B TOJIOBY IOMBITATh MOCJEIHEE CPEACTBO, YTOObI XOTh HEMHOI'O CMSTYUThH CYpOBYIO CTapyxy. S
BBIHYJI U3 KapMaHa HOBBI CepeOpsHBIN YeTBepTaK W MpOTAHYN ero Manyinuxe. S He ommbcs:
IIPU BUJE JIEHET CTapyXa 3alleBesIniach, Ivla3a €€ pacKpbUINCH ellle 00JIbIle, U OHA MOTSIHYJIACh 3a
MOHETOM CBOMMU CKPIOUEHHBIMH, y3JI0BaTbIMU, IPOXKAILMMHU HalbLIAMHU.

— O, Het, 0a0ka Manyiunxa, 1apoM HE JaMm, — MOAAPA3HUI s ee, mpsiua MoHeTy. — Hy-ka,
norajail MHeE.

KopuuneBoe cmopIiieHHOE U0 KOJIAYHBU cOOpajioch B HEOBOJIbHYIO rpuMacy. OHa, mo-
BUJMMOMY, Koje0agach U HEPEUIMTENbHO IIsiiesa Ha MOU KyJak, rjae Oblin 3axarsl geHsru. Ho
aJHOCTH B3sJ1a BEPX.

— Hy, Hy, noiiiem, 4to Jd, MOWJIEM, — NPOIIAMKajaa OHA, C TPYAOM MOABIMASCh C IMONY. —
Huxomy s HE BOpOXKyY Ternepb, KacaTHk. .. 3a0bia... Crapa crana, ria3a He BUIST. TOIBKO [T Te0st
pasBe.

Jleprkack 3a cTeHY, COTpSCAsCh HA KAXI0M IL1ary CropOJI€HHBIM TE€JIOM, OHA ITO/I011LJIa K CTOTY,
JocTala Kojaoay OypbIX, pacllyXUIMX OT BpEMEHH KapT, CTacoBajla UX U MPUABHHYJIA KO MHE.

— Cpimu-Ka. .. JleBoii pyukoit ceiMu... OT cepana. ..

[TonneBaB Ha manbIpl, OHAa HaYaa pacKiIaasBaTh Kabaxy. KapTel majganm Ha CTON C TaKUM
3BYKOM, Kak OyATO Obl OHM ObUIM CBAJISIHBI U3 TE€CTA, U YKJIAJbIBAIKCh B IPABUIIbHYIO BOCHMHUKO-
HE4HYI0 3Be3ny. Korma mocneansis kapra jernia pyoamkoi BBEpX Ha Kopossi, Manyitnnxa npots-
HyJ1a KO MHE PYKY.
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— [Mozomotu, 6apun xopomuii... CuacTius Oymenib, 6orar OyJemb. .. — 3amneiia OHa MOMpo-
IAHHUYECKHUM, YUCTO LIITAHCKUM TOHOM.

S cynyn el mpuroroBieHHy10 MOoHeTy. CTapyxa IpOBOpPHO, [10-00€3bsIHBY, CIIpsITalla €€ 3a
IIEKY.

— bonbmioit uHTEpec TeOE BHIXOAUT Yepe3 JalbHIOIO JOPOrY, — Hauyajla OHa MPUBBIYHOM CKO-
poroBopkoi. — Bctpeua ¢ OyOHOBOI JaMoi 1 KaKO-TO IPUATHBIN pa3roBop B BaxxHOM JjoMe. Beko-
POCTH TONYYHIIb HEOXKHIAHHOE M3BecTHE OT TpedoBoro kopoms. IlamatoT Tebe kakue-To XJo-
HIOTHI, @ TOTOM OMSITH MAJAI0T KaKue-To HeOOobIIne 1eHbI Y. byems B 00bII0i KOMIAHWUH, TTbSH
Oynenib... He Tak 4TOOBI OU€Hb CHIIBHO, a BCE-TaKH BBHIXOAUT TeOe BhIMUBKA. JKU3Hb TBOS OyneT
nonrad. Eciu B mecTbiecaT ceMb JIET HE yMpElllb, TO...

Bapyr ona ocraHoBuiach, MmojHsja rojoBy, TOYHO K UYE€MY-TO MpUCITyLIMBasCh. S Toxe
HACTOPOXKUJIICA. Yel-To KEHCKUI TOI0C, CBEKUMN, 3BOHKHUI U CUIILHBIN, T1eJ1, MPUOJIMKASACH K XaTe.
S Toe y3Han ciioBa rpallMO3HON MajIOPYCCKOW MECEHKU:

O¥#1 4K UBUT, YU HE LIBUT

KainHOHBKY JTOMHT.

Oi1 4u COH, YM HE COH

['0710BOHBKY KJIOHHT.

— Hy nau, uau tenepb, COKOIUK, — TPEBOKHO 3aCyeTHIIACh CTapyXa, OTCTPaHss MEHs pyKon
ot ctona. — Hedero tebe mo uy>kum xaram okojauuBarbcest. oy, kyna medn. ..

Omna naxke yxBaTuja MEHs 3a pyKaB MOEW KypTKM U TSHYNa K JBepH. JIUIo ee BrIpaxaio
KaKO€-TO 3BEpUHOE OECIIOKONCTBO.

lonoc, neBumii necHio, BAPYr 00OpBajCs COBCEM OJIM3KO OKOJIO XaThbl, TPOMKO 3BSIKHYJA
JKeJle3Hasl KJIIMKa, U B IIPOCBETE ObICTPO pacmaxHyBIIEHCs ABEpU MMOKa3ajlach pocias cMeronia-
sicsl ieByika. O6erMu pykamMu oHa OEpexHO MoAAepKUBaja MoJI0CcaThlii EPEIHUK, U3 KOTOPOro
BBIIJISAIBIBAJIA TPU KPOIIEYHbIE ITHYbU TOJIOBKH C KPACHBIMU LIEHKAMHU U YEPHBIMU OJECTIILUMU
IJ1a3€HKaMU.

— Cmotpu, 0ady1ika, 310JIMKH OTSITH 32 MHOIO YBSI3aJIUCh, — BOCKJIIMKHYJIA OHA, TPOMKO CMe-
SCh, — IOCMOTPH, KaKue CMEIIHBIE. .. [ 0JI0oHbIe COBCEM. A y MEHs, KaK HapO4HO, XJieba ¢ co0oit
He ObLIO.

Ho, yBunes meHs, oHa BApYT 3aMoi4alia ¥ BCIIBIXHYJA IYCThIM pyMsHLIEM. Ee ToHKue uepHbie
OpOBU HEIOBOJIBHO CABUHYIINCH, @ IJ1a3a C BOIPOCOM OOpaTUIINCh HA CTapyXYy.

— Bot 6apun 3amen.. . [IsiTaer gopory, — nosicuuna crapyxa. — Hy, 6aTromika, — ¢ pemmresnsb-
HBIM BHJIOM 00€pHYJIach OHa KO MHE, — OyzeT Tebe mpoximaxaaTsest. Hamuiicst BomuIisl, MoroBOpuiI,
Jla Iopa U 4ecTb 3HaThb. Mbl TeOe HE KOMIAHMUS. ..

—Ilocnymraii, kpacaBuua, — ckasaiu s AeByuike. — [lokaxu MHe, nmoxaiyiicra, nopory Ha Upu-
HOBCKHH IIIJISIX, @ TO U3 BalIero 00J0Ta BO BEKH BEKOB HE BBIOCPEIIIBCS.

JlomkHO ObITh, HA HEe MOAEUCTBOBAT MATKUMN, IPOCUTENBHBIN TOH, KOTOPBIH s IPUAAI 3TUM
cioBaM. OHa OepekHO MOCaJniIa Ha TICYKY, PSJIOM CO CKBOPIIAMHU, CBOMX 3sI0JIMKOB, Opochia Ha
JaBKy CKMHYTYIO YK€ KOPOTKYIO CBUTKY M MOJIYa BBIILILIA U3 XaThl.

Sl nocnenosan 3a HEH.

— OT0 y T€0s1 BCE pyyHBIE NTULBI? — CIIPOCUJI 51, TOTOHSISI IEBYIIKY.

— PyuHble, — 0TBeTHIIa OHA OTPBIBUCTO U JJa’kKe HE B3MIsIHYB Ha MeHs. — Hy BOT, misiaure, — cka-
3aJla OHa, OCTAHABJIMBASCH y IUIETHA. — BunuTe Tponouky, BOH, BOH, MeX 1y cocHaMHu-T0? Buaure?

— Buxy...

— Wnure no Heit Bce npsimo. Kak poiigere 10 a1yO0BOM KOOI, TOBEPHETE HaIeBO. Tak
psIMO, BCE JiecoM, jJecoM U uaute. Tyt ceituac Bam u Oyznetr MpuHOBCKU NUIAX.

B 10 Bpems korma oHa BBITSAHYTOM IIPaBOM PyKOW IOKa3bIBaja MHE HAIIPABIECHUE JOPOTH, 5
HEBOJIbHO 3aJ1t000BaJIcs €10. B Hell He OblI0 HUYETo MOX0KEro Ha MECTHBIX «JIMBYATY, JINLIA KOTO-
PBIX MOl YPOAJIMBBIMHU TIOBSI3KaMH, MPUKPHIBAIOIIMMHI CBEPXY JI00, a CHU3Y POT M MOIOOPOJIOK,
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HOCAT Takoe 0JHO00pa3Hoe, UCIyTaHHOE BhIpakeHue. Mosi He3HaKOMKa, BBICOKast OpIOHETKa JIeT
OKOJIO /IBaJILIaTH — ABaJLIATH MSTH, JeprKanach JIErko U cTpoitHo. IIpocropHas Genas pydbaxa cBo-
00/IHO M KpacuBO OOBHBAJIA €€ MOJIOAYIO, 30POBYIO rpyab. OpUTHHANIBHYIO KPAacOTy €€ JIMIA, pa3
€ro yBHJIEB, HENb3s1 OBLIO 1M03a0bITh, HO TPYAHO OBLIO, Ja)Ke MPHUBBIKHYB K HEMY, €TO OIHCATh.
[Ipenecth ero 3akiovanack B 3TUX OONIBIINX, ONECTSIINX, TEMHBIX IT1a3aX, KOTOPbIM TOHKHUE, HaJ-
JIOMJIEHHBIE TOCpEIMHE OPOBH NMPUAABAIIN HEYJTOBUMBINA OTTEHOK JIyKaBCTBA, BIACTHOCTU U HAMB-
HOCTH; B CMYIJIO-PO30BOM TOHE KOXH, B CBOEBOJILHOM M3ru0€ ry0, 13 KOTOPHIX HUKHSIS, HECKOIBKO
Oosee MmosiHasl, BblJaBaIach BIIEPE]] C PELIUTENbHBIM U KaIPU3HBIM BUJIOM.

— Heyxenu Bbl He OOUTECH JKUTh OJHU B TAaKOW IVIYIIM? — CIPOCUI 5, OCTAHOBUBLIUCH Y
3abopa.

OHa paBHOZYIIIHO MOXaJIa IUIEYaMH.

— Yero xe HaMm 0osaTbca? Bonku crona He 3aX0AsT.

— Jla pa3Be Boiku oHU... CHErom Bac 3aHECTH MOKET, MOXKap MOXKET CIIy4YUThCs. .. M Maso
7M1 4yTO euie. Bol 31€ch 01HK, BaM U TIOMOYb HUKTO HE YCIIEET.

— U cnaBa bory! — MaxHyiia oHa ipeHeOpe)UTENIbHO pykoi. — Kak ObI Hac ¢ 6aOKkoii BoBce
B [IOKO€ OCTaBWJIM, TaK JIy4iie Obl ObLIO, a TO...

— A 10 yTO?

— MHoro 6yneTe 3HaTh, CKOPO COCTApUTECH, — OTpe3asa oHa. — Jla BBl caMu-TO KTO OyneTre? —
CIpocuiIa OHa TPEBOXKHO.

S norapancs, 4TO, BEPOSTHO, U CTapyXa U 3Ta KpacaBula O00STCS KaKuX-HUOYb yTECHEHUN
CO CTOPOHBI «IIPENEPIKALIUXY», U MOCHEIINI €€ YCIIOKOUTD:

— O! Tsl, noxamnyiicra, He TPEBOXKbCA. S HE ypsIIHUK, HE TUCapb, HE aKLM3HBIH, CIIOBOM —
sl HUKaKO€ Ha4aJIbCTBO.

— Her, BbI paBy roBopute?

— Hato TeOe yecTHOe cioBo. Eii-0ory, s camblil moctopoHHui yenosek. [Ipocto mpuexan
CIOZIa TIOTOCTUTh Ha HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB, @ TaM U yexry. Eciu xouerb, sl Jake HUKOMY HE CKaxy,
9TO OB 3/1€Ch M BUJEI Bac. Thl MHE BEpHIIb?

JInno AeByIIKH HEMHOT'O MPOSICHUIIOCH.

— Hy, 3HauuT, KOJIb HE BpETE, TaK MpaBay rOBOpUTE. A Bbl KakK: paHblle 00 HAC CiblIIaIN
WJIN CaMU 3auuin’?

— Jla st u cam He 3Har0, Kak Tede cKa3aTh. .. CIbIIATH-TO S CIBIIIAN, [TOJIOKUM, U TaXKE XOTEl
KoTa-HUOY/Ib 3a0pecTH K BaM, a CETO/HS 3alllell ciiydaiiHo — 3a0mymuics. .. Hy, a Teneps ckaxu,
4ero Bbl JItofiel Ooutech? UTo OHU BaMm 3710T0 JI€7at0T?

Omna nomisena Ha MEHs ¢ UCIBITYIOUIMM HenoBepueM. Ho coBecTh y MeHs Oblia yucTa, u
s, HE CMOPTHYB, BbIIEp:KaJl 3TOT NMPUCTAJIbHBIN B3I, Torna oHa 3aroBopusia ¢ BO3pacTaroliuM
BOJIHEHUEM:

— [110X0 HaM OT HUX TPUXOAUTCA. .. [IpoCThI€ JIFOM eme HUuYero, a BOT HA4albCTBO. .. [Ipu-
€/1eT YPSJIHUK — TaIIUT, IPUEIET CTaHOBOW — TauT. [la eme npexJe, 4eM B3ATh-TO, HajJ 0aOKoi
HAJPyraeTcs: Thl, TOBOPST, B€AbMA, YePTOBKA, KATOPXKHHMIIA. .. DxX! J[a 4TO U TOBOPUTH!

— A Te0st He TPOTaIT? — COPBAJICA Y MEHSI HEOCTOPOXKHBIN BOTIPOC.

OHa ¢ HaAMEHHON CaMOYBEPEHHOCTBIO IOBENA TOJIOBOM CHU3Y BBEPX, U B €€ CY3UBIIMXCS
1a3ax MEJIbKHYJIO 3J10€ TOPKECTBO. ..

— He tporatt... OnuH pa3 cyHyJcs KO MHE 3emiemep Kakou-to... [lomackarbcsi emy,
BUJIMIIIB, 3aX0TEJIOCH. .. Tak, JOMKHO OBITh, M IO CHX TOpP HE 3a0bUI, KaK s €ro MpujiacKaia.

B 3THX HacCMENIIMBBIX, HO CBOEOOPA3HO TOPABIX CIIOBAX MPO3BYYAJIO CTOIBKO rpy0oii He3a-
BUCHMOCTH, 4TO 5 HEBOJILHO Moymait: «OIHaKo HEIapoM ThI BBIPOCTIA CPEIH MOJIECCKOro 6opa, —
¢ TOOOH M BOPSMb OIACHO LIYTUTHY.
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— A MBI pa3Be Tporaem Koro-HuOy/b! — IpoaosIKaia OHa, MPOHUKASICh KO MHE BCE OOJIBIINM
nosepueM. — Ham u mroneit He Hazo. Pa3 B ro TOBKO CX0XKY S B MECTEUKO KYITUTh MbLJIA /1A COJIH. . .
Ja BoT emre 6a0yIike yaro, — 4ail oHa y MeHs JIFOOUT. A TO XOTh OBl M BOBCE HUKOTO HE BUJICTb.

— Hy, 51 BuKy, BBI ¢ 0a0yIIKo# JItofed He jKadyeTe... A MHE MOXKHO KOTZa-HHOYIb 3aiiTH Ha
MUHYTOUKY?

Omna 3acmesiiach, M — Kak CTPaHHO, KaK HEOXKHUIAHHO NU3MEHMIIOCH ee KpacuBoe uio! [Tpex-
HEH CypOBOCTH B HEM M CJIE/Ia HE OCTAJIOCh: OHO BAPYT CAEIATOCh CBETIIBIM, 3aCTEHUYNBBIM, JIET-
CKHUM.

— Jla uyto y Hac BaM jenatb? Mbl ¢ 0a0Kkoil CKy4HBIE... UTO K, 3aXOAUTE, MOXKAITYH, KOJIU
BBI ¥ BIIPSIMB JT0OpBIN yenoBek. TOIBKO BOT 4TO... BBI YK €CIIM KOTZa K HaMm 3a0pezere, Tak 0e3
PYXKbS JIy4IIE. . .

— Tor Gonmbes?

— Yero mHe 6osaTbesa? Hudero st He 60rock. — U B €€ Tos1oce OnsiTh MOCHBIIIANACH YBEPCH-
HOCTB B CBOE€H cHjie. — A TOJNBKO HE JIOOJIO 51 ATOT0. 3a4eM OUTh NMTAaIIeK WK BOT 3aiilleB TOXE?
Hukomy OHHM Xymoro He JeNaroT, a )KUTh UM XOUeTCs TaK ke, KaKk M HaMm ¢ BamH. S ux jro0umo:
OHHU MaJIeHbKHeE, TITyTble Takue. .. Hy, ogHako, 10 cBUIaHus, — 3aToponuiack oHa. — He 3Haro, Kak
BEJIMYATh-TO BAC IO UMEHH. .. botoch, 6abka OpaHUTHCS CTaHET.

U ona nerko u ObicTpo mobekana B XaTy, HAKJIIOHUB BHH3 TOJIOBY U MPHUIEPKUBAST PyKaMH
pa3OuBIINECS OT BETPa BOJIOCHI.

— IMocroit, mocroit! — kpukHyn . — Kak Te0st 30ByT-T0? Y3k Oy/1eM 3HAKOMBI KaK CIEAyeT.

OHa ocTaHOBMJIaCh HA MTHOBEHHUE U 00EpHYIach KO MHE.

— Anenoil mens 30ByT. [lo-3nemnemy — Onecs.

S1 BCKUHYI py’XKbe€ Ha TUICYH W TIOLIEN M0 YKa3aHHOMY MHE HarpasiieHuro. [lonHsBmmch Ha
HeOOJBIIION XOMMHUK, OTKYJa Ha4MHAJIAch y3Kasi, €/[Ba 3aMETHasl JIECHAsl TPOIIMHKA, 51 OTJISTHYJICS.
Kpacnas 106xa Onecu, cierka kojedieMas BETpOM, €IlIe BUIHENACh Ha KPbUIbIIE XaThl, BBIIETSASACH
SIPKUM TIATHOM Ha OCJICTTUTEILHO-0eI0M, pOBHOM (POHE CHETa.

Uepes yac mocie mens mpuiien gomon Apmona. [lo cBoeit 00bIUHON HEOXO0TE K TTPA3THOMY
pasroBopy, OH HU CJIOBA HE CIPOCUJI MEHS O TOM, Kak U rae s 3a0bmyauicsa. OH TONbKO CKa3all Kak
OyaTo ObI BCKOJIB3b:

— Tam... s 3aiina Ha KyXHIO 3aHEC... KapuUTh OyAeM WU MOLUIETE KOMY-HUOYIb?

— A BeZIb THI HE 3HaelIb, SIpMora, T71e s ObLT CeroHs? — CKa3aJl s, 3apaHee MpeACTaBiss cede
YAMBIICHHUE TIOJIECOBIINKA.

— Ortuero xe MHe He 3HaTh? — rpy0o mpoBopuan Spmo-nma. — M3BecTHO, K BeAbMakam
XOJIUJIH. ..

— Kak sxe TbI y3Ha1 3107

— A nouemy ke MHe He y3Harb? Clblllly, 4TO BbI roj0ca HE MO/aeTe, Hy s U BEpHYJCS Ha
Balll CJIe/. .. DX, MaHbI-bI4! — MPUOaBUII OH C YKOPU3HEHHOU qocanoil. — He ciemnoBaer Bam TakumMu
JenamMu 3aHuMathbes. .. [pex!..
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IV

Becna HacTynuia B 3TOM rofly paHHss, ApyXHas U — Kak Bcerga Ha [lonecke — HeOXKuAaH-
Has. [ToGexanu mo aepeBeHCKUM ynuuam OypiHuBble, KOPUUYHEBbIE, CBEPKAIOIINE pyUyeilku, cep-
JIUTO MEHSACh BOKPYT BCTPEUHBIX KAMEHbEB U OBICTPO BEPTS ILENKU U TYCHHBIH MyX; B OTPOMHBIX
JTy’Kax BOJIbl OTPa3mIIOCh roly0oe HeOO € IUIBIBYIIHUMHU 110 HEMY KPYIVIBIMH, TOYHO KPYTSAIIUMHUCH,
6enbpIMHU 00J1aKaMU; € KPBIII MTOCHINAINCH YacThle 3BOHKUE Karuid. BopoObu, cTasimMu oOckInaBIye
OPUAOPOXKHBIE BETJIbI, KpUYAIM TaK 'POMKO U BO30YKJIEHHO, YTO HUYETO HEJb3s1 OBIJIO pacclibl-
I1aTh 3a UX KpUKOM. Be3nie uyBcTBOBasIach pajloCcTHAs, TOPOIUIMBAs TPEBOTa XKU3HHU.

CHer colten, OCTaBIIUCH €I1le KOe-T€ IPA3HBIMH PHIXJIBIMU KJIOYKAaMH B JIOIIMHAX U TEHU-
CTBIX Iepeneckax. V3-moa Hero BhINIsAHY/NAa OOHa)KEHHAs, MOKpasi, TeIiasi 3eMJis, OTJOXHYBIIas
3a 3UMy U Tereph MOJIHAs CBEKUX COKOB, IOJIHAS KAl HOBOro MatepuHcTBa. Han yepHbIMU
HUBAMHU BUJICS JIETKUH MMApOK, HAMOJHABIIMN BO3/1yX 3allaXOM OTTAasBIIECH 3eMJIH, — TEM CBEXHM,
BKPaJYMBBIM U MOT'YYHM IIbSIHBIM 3aI1aXOM BECHBI, KOTOPBI AaXKe U B FOPOJI€ Y3HAEIIb CPEeIU COTEH
JpYyTUX 3anaxoB. MHe Ka3aiaock, YTO BMECTE C 3TUM apOMaToM BIIMBAjIach B MOIO LIy BECEHHSI
I'PyCTh, ClIa/IKas U He)KHasl, UCTIOJHEHHAs! O€CIIOKOMHBIX OXKMJIAHUNA U CMYTHBIX ITPEIUyBCTBHM, —
HO3THYECKas TPYCTh, IeNIaloIIas B BAIlIKX [V1a3aX BCEX HKEHIIMH XOPOLLIEHbKUMHU U BCET/1a IPUIIPAB-
JIEHHAs1 HEONPEAEICHHBIMU COXKAJIEHUSIMH O NPONUIbIX BécHaX. Houu cTanu Temsee; B MX I'yCTOM
BJI&YKHOM Mpake 4yBCTBOBajach HE3pHMasi CIELIHAs TBOpUECcKasi paboTa MPUPOABHI. ..

B 51u Becennue quu o6pa3 Onecu He BBIXOAWT U3 MOEH rojoBbl. MHE HpaBHIIOCh, OCTaB-
IIUCh OJHOMY, JI€Ub, 3AKMYPHTH IJ1a3a, YTOOBI JTy4Ile COCPEIOTOUUTHCS, U OECIIPECTaHHO BbI3bI-
BaTb B CBOEM BOOOPAKEHUHU €€ TO CypOBOE, TO JyKaBOE€, TO CHUSIOIIEEe HEXXHOM yIbIOKOH JUIO,
€e MOJIOZI0oe TeJO, BBIPOCIIEE B MIPUBOJIbE CTAPOro Oopa Tak K€ CTPOMHO U TaK e MOoryye, Kak
pacTyT MOJIOJIbIE €JI0YKH, €€ CBEXKUI roJIoC, C HEOKUIaHHBIMU HU3KMMHU OapXaTHBIMU HOTKaMH. . .
«Bo Bcex ee ABMKEHHUSAX, B €€ CIIOBaX, — AyMall s, — €CTh YTO-TO OlaropojHoe (KOHEYHO, B JIy4-
IIEM CMBICJIE 3TOT'0 JJOBOJILHO MOIIJIOTO CJI0BA), KaKasi-TO BPOXKACHHAs U3SIIHAS YMEPEHHOCTb. ..>»
Taxoke npusnekan MeHst B Osece U HEKOTOPbI Opeos OKpy’KaBIIel ee TAMHCTBEHHOCTH, CyeBep-
Hasl peryTalus BebMbl, )KU3Hb B JIECHOM Yalle cpeau 60J10Ta 1 B 0COOEHHOCTH — 3Ta rop/ast yBe-
PEHHOCTb B CBOU CHJIbI, CKBO3MBILIAsl B HEMHOTUX OOPALIEHHBIX KO MHE CIIOBAX.

Het Huuero myzapeHoro, 4to, Kak TOJIbKO HEMHOTO IPOCOXJIH JIECHbIE TPOMMHKH, s OTHpa-
BUJICS B M30YIIKY Ha KypbUX HOKKax. Ha cimydaii eciin Obl MOHaJ00MII0CHh YCIIOKOUTH BOPUWINBYIO
CTapyXxy, 5 3aXBaTHJI ¢ cO00I0 MOJI(hyHTA Ya0 U HECKOJIBKO MPUTOPIIEH KYCKOB caxapy.

S 3actan obeux keHIMH Aoma. CTapyxa BO3MJIAch OKOJIO SIPKO IblIaBIlel medu, a Onecs
npsija JIeH, Cusl Ha OYeHb BBICOKOHM CKaMeiike; Korja 51, BXO/s, CTYKHYJI IBEpbI0, OHa 00epHyJIach,
HHUTKa 000pBaiack Moj €€ pyKaMu, U BEpPEeTEeHO MOKAaTUIIOCh MO MOIY.

Crapyxa HEKOTOpO€ BpeMsi BHUMATEIbHO U CEPIUTO BIIIAbIBANIACH B MEHS, CMOPIIHBIINCH
Y 3aCJIOHSS JIULO JaJIOHBIO OT Kaphl IEUKH.

—3apaBcTByii, 6a0ycs! — ckazai st rpoMKuM, 00pbIM ronocoM. — He y3Haenb, JOIKHO ObITS,
MeHs1? [ToMHUILIB, 51 B IPOIIJIOM MECSILIE 3aX0J1J1 PO Jopory crnpamuBars? Tel MHe erie rajgana?

—Huuero He momHI0, 6aTiolIKa, — 3all1aMKaJla CTapyXxa, HeJOBOJIIbHO TPSICsI TOJIOBOM, — HUYETO
He TIOMHIO. M 4TO ThI y Hac 103a0bli, — HUKaK He noiMy. UTo Mbl TeOe 3a koMnanusi? Mel Jitonu
npocTele, cepele... Hedyero Tebe y Hac aenars. Jlec BenuK, €CTb MECTO, II€ Pa30MTUCK. .. TAK-TO. ..

OrmenomiieHHbIN HETI00E3HbIM IPUEMOM, sI COBCEM HOTEPSAJICS U OUYTHJICS B TOM IIIYTIOM
HOJIOXKEHUH, KOTJ]a HE 3Haelllb, YTO JIeNaTh: OOpaTUTh JIU I'py0OCTh B LIYTKY, WJIK CaMOMYy pac-
CepAMTHCS, WM, HAKOHEIl, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, MIOBEPHYThCA U YHTH Ha3aa. HeBoabHO s moBep-
HyJICsl ¢ OecriOMOIIHBIM BbIpaskeHHeM K Onece. OHa 4yTh-4yTh YJIBIOHYJIACh C OTTEHKOM HE3JIOH
HACMEUIKH, BCTaJIa U3-3a MPSUIKY U MOJI0IUIA K CTapyXe.
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— He 6oiics, 6abka, — cka3ana oHa MPUMHPUTETBHO, — 3TO HE JIMXOM YEJIOBEK, OH HaM XY/I0TO
HE cenaeT. MUIIOCTH MPOCUM CaAuThes, — IpubaBuia OHA, yKa3blBasi MHE Ha JIABKY B IE€pPEIHEM
yriTy 1 He oOpaiasi 6ojiee BHUMaHHS Ha BOPKOTHIO CTapyXH.

OO6oapeHHbIN ee BHUMaHUEM, 5 J0ra/1ajicsl BBIIBUHYTh CAMOE PELIUTENBbHOE CPEICTBO.

— Kakast e Tb1 cepautasi, 6adycs... UyTh TOCTH Ha TIOPOT, a Tl ceiyac U OpaHuIIbCs. A s
ObL10 TEOE TOCTUHILY IPUHEC, — CKa3aJl 51, 10CTaBasi U3 CYMKH CBOU CBEPTKH.

Crapyxa Opocuia ObICTPBIN B3IV HA CBEPTKH, HO TOTYAC YK€ OTBEPHYJIACH K ITEYKE.

— Huxakux MHE TBOMX T'OCTHHIIEB HE HY>KHO, — IIPOBOpYaJIa OHA, 0’)KECTOYEHHO pasrpedas
KOYepro# yroibs. — 3HaeM Mbl Toxke rocteil aTux. Cnepsa 0e3 Mbliia B AyLIy JIE3YT, a NOTOM. .. UTO
y Te0sl B KyJeuKe-T0? — BAPYT 00epHyIach OHA KO MHE.

S ToTHac ke BpyUHII i 9ail u caxap. DTO MOJCHCTBOBANIO HA CTAPYXy CMsTUYaromuM oOpa-
30M, U XOTSI OHa U MPOOJKaja BOpUaTh, HO YK€ HE B IIPEKHEM, HETPUMUPHUMOM TOHE.

Onecs cena onsTh 3a NPSXKY, a 1 IOMECTUJICS OKOJIO HE€ Ha HU3KOM, KOPOTKOW U OYEHb I1aT-
Kol ckameeuke. JIeBoit pykoit Onecst OpICTpO cyuriia 6eyro, MATKYI0, KaK IIeJK, KyJIelb, a B IIpa-
BOIl y HEE C JIETKUM XXYKKaHHUEM KpyTHJIOCh BEPETEHO, KOTOPOE OHA TO IycKalsla MajaTh MOYTU
JI0 3€MJIM, TO JIOBKO I1OJIXBAaThIBaJIa €T0 U KOPOTKUM JABM)KEHUEM MaJbIIEB OISTh 3aCTaBIIsjia Bep-
TeThCs. JTa paboTa, Takas MPOCTask Ha MEPBBINA B3NS, HO B CYIIHOCTH, TPEOYyIOIIas OrpOMHOTO,
MHOTOBEKOBOT'O HaBbIKa U JIOBKOCTH, TaK U KuIena B ee pykax. HeBoiabpHO 51 00paTiil BHUMaHHUE Ha
9TH PyKH: OHH 3arpyOeJIH U MOYEPHENN OT PadOThI, HO OBUIM HEBEJIMKH U TAaKOW KPaCUBOU (OPMBEI,
YTO UM TI03aBHI0BAJIM OBl MHOTHE OJaroBOCIIMTAHHBIC JICBUIIBI.

— A BOT BBI MHE TOTJIa HE CKa3aJid, 4TO BaM 0alka ranana, — npousHecia Onecs. U, Bums,
9TO s OMACIMBO OOEpHYIICS Ha3aj, oHa nMpubaBmia: — Hudero, HUYero, oHa HEMHOTO Ha yXO TyTa,
He ycubmuT. OHA TOJIBKO MO TOJIOC XOPOIIIO pa3oupaet.

— a, ragana. A aro?

— Jla Tak cebe... [IpocTo cnpamuBato... A Bbl BEpUTE? — KUHYJIA OHA HAa MEHS YKpaJKou
OBICTpPBIN B3IV,

— Yemy? Tomy, uTo TBOs1 Oabka MHE rajaina, ujiu Boooue?

— Her, BooO1e. ..

— Kak cka3atb, BepHee Oy/IeT, UTO HE BEpIO, a BCe-TaKu 1o4eM 3HaTh? [ 0BOpSIT, OBIBAIOT CITy-
yau... Jlaxxe B yMHBIX KHMTax 00 HUX Harme4daraHo. A BOT TOMY, 4TO TBOsi 0aOKa TrOBOpHIIA, TaK
coBceM He Bepto. Tak u mobas 6aba gepeBeHcKas CyMeeT IOBOPOXKUTb.

Onecs ynblOHYyaCh.

— Jla, aT0 mpaBza, 4To OHA Temephb MI0X0 ragaer. Crapa crana, 7a ¥ OOUTCS OHA OYeHb. A
YTO BaM KapThl cKa3aiu?

— Huuero unrepecHoro He Obu10. S Teneps U He MOMHIO. YTO OOBIKHOBEHHO rOBOPSIT: 1ajlb-
Hss gopora, TpeoBbli uHTEpEC... S 1 M03adbLI 1axe.

— Jla, na, mmoxasi oHa cTayia Bopokka. ClioBa MHOTHE 1103a0bIIa OT CTapocTH. .. Kyna x eit?
[a u onacaercs oHa. Pa3Be TOJIBKO IEHBIM YBUIUT, TaK CONVIACUTCS.

— Yero xe oHa 6outcs?

— M3BecTHO yero, — Ha4aIbCTBA OOUTCS. YPSAHUK NPUENET, TaK HABCETAA IPO3UT: «S, roBo-
puT, TeOS BO BCAKOE BPeMs MOTY yHIpsATaTh. Thl 3HAEIIb, TOBOPHT, UTO BalieMy OpaTy 3a 4apojei-
cTBO monaraetrcsi? CchbulKa B KaTOPKHYIO padoTy, 6e3 cpoky, Ha COKONMHBIA OCTpOB». Kak BbI
JlyMaeTe, BPET OH ATO WIX HeT?

— Her, Bpare OH He BpeT; AEHCTBUTENBHO 3a 3TO YTO-TO IOJAraeTcsi, HO YK€ HE TakK
crpamHo... Hy, a To1, Onecsi, ymeensb ragarb?

Omna kak OyaTo OBl HEMHOTO 3aMsUTaCh, HO BCETO JIUIIIhL HA MTHOBEHHE.

—T'agaro... Toabko He 3a AeHBIH, — J0OaBHIA OHA MOCIIENIHO.

— MoskeT ObITb, Tl U MHE KUHEIIb KapThl?

— Hert, — THX0, HO PELINTENBHO OTBETHIIA OHA, TOKaYaB TOJIOBOM.
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— Ilouemy ke Tl He xouewib? Hy, He Tenepsp, Tak Korna-HUOyAb nocie... MHe nouemy-To
Ka)KETCSI, YTO ThI MHE TIPABy CKaXEeIIb.

— Her. He crany. Hu 3a uro He crany.

— Hy, yx 310 Hexopowo, Onecs. Pagu nepBoro 3HakoMcTBa HENb3sl OTKA3bIBaTh. .. [louemy
Thl HE coracHa?

— IloromMy, uTO 51 Ha Bac yke Opocana KapThl, B Ipyroi pa3 HEJb34. ..

— Henb3s? Otuero xe? 5 3Toro He noHUMaro.

— Her, HeT, Henb34... HEIb34... — 3allleNTala OHA C CyeBEpHBbIM cTpaxoM. — Cynb0y Henb3s
IBa pasa meiTarhk... He rogurcs... OHa y3Haert, noaciymiaer... Cyap0a He TI00UT, KoTa ee cripa-
mKBatoT. OTTOro BCE BOPOKKHU HECUACTHBIE.

S xoren orBetuTh Onece KakoW-HUOYAb IIYTKOM M HE MOT: CIMIIKOM MHOTO MCKPEHHETO
yOexIeHns: OBbLJIO B €€ CJI0Bax, TaK YTO JlaXKe, KOrla OHAa, YIOMSHYB MPO CYAbO0Y, CO CTpanrHON
0O0513HBIO OIVISIHYJIACh Ha JIBEPH, sl HEBOJIBHO IIOBTOPUII 3TO JBUKECHHUE.

— Hy, ecniu He Xouelb MHE 110rajaTh, TaK pacCKa)u, 4TO y T€Os TOr1a BBIILIO? — TOMPOCHII 5.

Onecs Bapyr Opocuia NpsaKy U IPUTPOHYJIACh PYKOH K MOEH pyKe.

— Her... JIlyumie He Hazio, — cka3aja OHa, U €€ I1a3a MPUHSIIM YMOJISIOIEe-1€TCKOE BbIpaxe-
Hue. — [loxanyiicta, He mpocurte... Hexopomo Bam Bbinuio. .. He npocure nyuie. ..

Ho s mpomomkan HactamBark. I HE MOT pa3o0parh: OBUI JIM €€ OTKa3 M TEMHBIC HAMEKU
Ha cyap0y HAUTPaHHBIM MPHEMOM TaJlaJIKH, WM OHA JIEHCTBHTENBHO caMa BEpHja B TO, O YeM
roBOpHUJIa, HO MHE CTaJ0 KaK-TO HE MO cede, MOYTH KYTKO.

— Hy, xoporuo, 51, nojkanyi, ckaxy, — coriacuiack HakoHel Onecst. — Toiabko cMoTpure, yro-
BOD JIy4llI€ IEHET: HE CEPUTHCS, €CIM BaM YTO HE IOHPABUTCS. BBIIIUIO BaM BOT YTO: YEJIOBEK BbI
XOTS U JOOPBIA, HO TOJBKO cliadbIil... JloOpoTa Baiia He xopoias, He cepaeuHas. CIoBy Bbl CBO-
emy He rocnoauH. Han nmronpmu moburte Bepx OpaTh, a caMy UM XOTS U HE XOTUTE, HO OJUUHSE-
Tech. Buno mobure, a Takke... Hy 1a Bce paBHO, TOBOPUTD, TaK YXKe BCE IO MOPSKY. .. Jlo Hatei
cecTpbl OOJIBHO OXOUH, U YEPE3 ITO BaM MHOTO B JKU3HHU OyJeT 31a... /JleHpramu Bbl HE TOPOXKUTE
¥ KOTIMTh X HEe ymeeTe — OoraTbIM HUKOTIa He Oynete... [oBopuTh nanpmie?

— I'oBopu, rosopu! Bcee, uto 3Haemb, roBopu!

— Janbiie BBIIIIO, YTO *KHU3HB Balla OyneT HeBecenas. Hukoro Bbl cepalieM He MOIOOUTE,
MIOTOMY YTO CEpIIIe y BaC XOJIIOJHOE, ICHUBOE, a TEM, KOTOpPhIE Bac OyAyT JIFOOUTH, BBl MHOTO TOPS
npuHeceTe. Hukorma BbI He )KEHUTECH, TaK XOJIOCTHIM U yMpeTe. PajocTeli BaM B )KU3HU OOIBIITNX
He Oyzmet, HO OyJeT MHOTO CKYKH M TATOTHI... HacTaHer Takoe Bpemsi, YTO PyKH camH Ha ceds
HAJIOKUTh 3aXOTUTE... Takoe y Bac A€o0 OaHO BeIieT... HO TOIpKO HE mocMeeTe, Tak CHECETe. ..
CunpHyio HyXay OyaeTe TeprneTb, OJHAKO IOl KOHEIl KU3HU Cyab0a Ballla MEPEMEHUTCS Yyepe3
CMEPTh KaKOro-To OJIM3KOI0O BaM YE€JIOBEKA U COBCEM JJIsl BAC HEOXKMIaHHO. TOJIBKO BCe 3TO OyneT
€Ille Yepe3 MHOIO JIET, @ BOT B ATOM Ioly... S He 3Har0, Yy’ KOIJla UMEHHO, — KapThl TOBOPAT, YTO
OYEHb CKOPO... MOXET ObITh, 1aXkKe U B ’TOM MECSIIE. ..

— Y10 ke CIAYYUTCS B 3TOM roy? — CIpOCHII s, KOTJIa OHA OISITh OCTaHOBUJIACK.

— Jla yx Goroch naxke roBoputh naibiie. [lagaer Bam Gosbiast 1I000Bb CO CTOPOHBI KaKOK-
TO TpedoBOil 1aMbl. BOT TONIBKO HE MOTY JTOTaAaThCs, 3aMY)KHSIS OHA WJTU JEBYIIKA, a 3HAIO, YTO
C TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH. ..

S HeBoNIBHO OpocuIT OBICTPHIN B3I HA TOJIOBY OJecH.

— Yro BbI cMOTpUTE? — MOKpACHENa BAPYT OHA, IOYYBCTBOBaB MO B3I C IOHUMAaHHUEM,
CBOMCTBEHHBIM HEKOTOPBIM KeHIIMHaM. — Hy na, Bpozie Moux, — mpoioyikaia oHa, MalllMHAIbHO
HOTIPABJISISL BOJIOCHI U elie OO0JIblIe KpacHes.

— Tak TbI roBopu1Lb — Oosb1Iast TpedoBast 1I0O00BL? — MOLIYTHI 5.

— He cmeiiTech, He HaJl0 CMEATHCS, — CEPHE3HO, MOUTU CTporo, 3ameTmna Onecs. — S Bam
BCE TOJIBKO TPaBy FOBOPIO.

— Hy, xopormo, He Oyxy, He Oyxy. UTo e nanpime?
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— Haneme. .. Ox! Hexopoio BeIXoauT 3T0i TpedoBoii game, xyxe cmepTH. [1o3op ona gepes
Bac OOJIBIIION MTPUMET, TAKOW, YTO BO BCIO KU3HB 3a0BITh HEJB3S, IIEYaTb JOJITast €l BBIXOAHMT... A
BaM B €€ IIJIAHETE€ HUYETO JyPHOTO HE BBIXOAMT.

— IMocmymait, Onecsi, a He MOTIH JI TeOs KapThl 0OMaHyTh? 3adem xe s Oymy TpedoBoOit
JlaM€ CTOJIBKO HEMPUATHOCTEH nenarb? YenoBek s TUXUM, CKPOMHBIH, a Thl CTOJIBKO CTPAaXOB MPO
MEHSI HaroBOpHJIa.

— Hy, yx atoro s He 3Hato0. Jla ¥ BBIIUIO-TO TaK, YTO HE BBl ATO CHAETAETE, — HE HAPOUHO,
3HAUYMUT, a TOJIBKO Yepe3 Bac BCs ATa Oema crpsicercs... BoT xorma Mou ciioBa cOymyTces, BBl MEHS
TOTJIa BCIOMHUTE.

— W Bce aT0 TeOe kapThl ckazanu, Onecs?

Omna oTBeTMIIa HE Cpa3y, YKIOHYMBO U Kak OyATo OBl HEOXOTHO:

— W xaprel... Jla s 1 6e3 HUX y3HAI0 MHOTO, BOT XOTb ObI 110 JinLty. Eciiu, HanpuMmep, KOTOpbIi
YeJIOBEK JIOJIKEH CKOPO HEXOPOIIEH CMEPThI0 YMEPETh, 51 3TO celyac y HEro Ha JIMIE MPOYUTaLo,
Jla)ke TOBOPUTH MHE C HUM HE HY>KHO.

— Y0 e Thl BUIUIIb Y HETO B JUIE?

— Jla s u cama He 3Hato. CTpaliHo MHE BAPYT CAENAETCs, TOYHO OH HEXXMBOU MEpe10 MHOU
CTOUT. BOT X0Th y 0a0yIIKu CIIpOCUTE, OHA BaM CKa)KeT, 4TO 5 IPaBIy roBopio. Tpodum, MeNbHUK,
B [103aIIPOLIIIOM Tofly y ce0sl Ha MJIMHE yJaBWIICS, a 51 €r0 TOJIBKO 3a JBa JHs Mepe] TeM BUea
U TOTJIa e cKazana 0alymike: «Bot mocmorpu, 6a0ycs, uto Tpodum Ha qHSIX AYypHOU CMEPTHIO
ympeT». Tak OHO ¥ BBIIIIIO. A Ha MMPOIITBIE CBATKY 3aIIes K HaM KOHOKpa Sliika, mpocuit 6adyniky
noraaark. balyiika pa3nokuia Ha HErO KapThl, CTajla BOPOXKUTh. A OH LIyTs crpamuBaet: « bl
MHE CKa)ku, 0a0Kka, Kakoh s CMEpThIO YMpY?» A cam cmeetcs. S Kak mormsiaena Ha Hero, Tak u
HOLLIEBEIbHYTHCS HE MOT'Y: BHIKY, CUIUT SIKOB, a JINLIO y HETO MEPTBOE, 3€JI€HOE. .. [ 1a3a 3aKpbITHI,
aryOsbl uepHble. .. [loToM, uepes Heaento, CABILNM, YTO TOHMaIN MY HUKHU SIKOBa, KOIia OH JioIa-
Jieit XoTen cBeCTH... Bcro HOUB ero Owiu... 3110i y HaC HapoJ 3/1eCh, OE3KATOCTHBIN. .. B msaTkn
I'BO3/IM €MY 3aKOJIOTHIIN, IEPEOMIIN KOJIbsIMU BCE pedpa, a K yTpY U3 HEro U JyX BOH.

— Otyero ke Thl €eMy HE CKa3aja, 4To ero 0ena >xaer?

— A 3agem roBoputh? — Bo3zpasuia Onecs. — UTo y CynbOBI MOI0KEHO, pa3Be OT ATOro yoe-
#uib? Toapko Obl MOHANPACHY YEJIOBEK CBOM IMOCJIEIHUE THU TpeBOXKWics... [la mHe u camoit
rajiko, 4To sl TaK BHKY, caMa ceOe s MPOTHBHA J€Nal0Ch... TONBKO 4TO k? OTO BElb y MEHS OT
cynp0b1. baGka Most, Kora moMosoxe OblIa, TOXKEe CMEPTh Y3HaBalIa, M MOsI MaTh TOXKe, U 0aOKMHA
MaTh — 3TO HE OT HAC... 3TO B Halllell KPOBU TakK.

Omna nepecrana npsicTb U CUJENA, HU3KO OIYCTHB I'0JI0BY, TUXO MOJIO0KHUB PYKH BJIOJIb KOJIEH.
B ee HenmoaBMKHO OCTAHOBUBIIUXCS INa3aX C PACHIMPUBLIMMUCS 3pauKaMU OTPa3UiICs KaKOU-TO
TEMHBIN y’Kac, Kakasi-TO HEBOJIbHAs TIOKOPHOCTh TAMHCTBEHHBIM CHJIAaM M CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIM
3HAHUSM, OCEHSIBLIMM €€ JYIIY.
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\"

B 510 Bpemst crapyxa pa3octiana Ha CTOJE YHCTOE MOJIOTEHIIE C BBIIIUTHIMU KOHLIAMHU U
MOCTaBHJIA HA HETO JBIMSIIUKCS TOPIIOK.

— Wnu yxunarsb, Onecs, — o3paja oHa BHYYKY U TIOCIIe MUHYTHOTO KojieOaHus mpubaBuia,
oOpaiasch KO MHE, — MOXKET ObITh, M Bbl, TOCIIOJMH, C HAMHU OTKyIIaere? MUJIOCTH MPOCUM. ..
Tonpko HEBaXKHBIE Y HAC KYIIIAHBSA-TO, CYIIOB HE BAPHUM, a IPOCTO KPYIMHUYOK MOJIEBOMH. . .

Henp3s ckazath, 4T0OBI €€ MPUITIAIIIEHHE OT3hIBATIOCH 0COOCHHOM HACTONYMBOCTHIO, U 5T YKE
OBLIIO XOTEJI OTKA3aThCs OT HeTo, HO OJiecs, B CBOIO O4YepPe/Ib, MOMPOCHIIA MEHS C TAKOW MHJIOH ITPO-
CTOTOM U C TAKOM JIaCKOBOM YNBIOKO, UTO 5 MOHeBoJjIe coracuiica. OHa cama Haluia MHE MOJIHYIO
TapesKy KpyMHHUKA — MOXJIEOKH U3 TPEYHEBON KPYIIBI C CallOM, JIyKOM, KapTodeseM U Kypulen —
Ype3BbIUAHO BKYCHOTO M MUTAaTeIbHOrO KymaHbs. Cansachk 3a ctoll, Hu 0alyIlika, HU BHyYKa He
NEPEeKPECTUIINCH. 3a Y>)KUHOM s HE TepecTaBal HaOMoaaTh 32 00EMMH JKeHITMHAMH, TIOTOMY 4TO,
0 MOEMY ITyOOKOMY YOEKIEHUIO, KOTOPOE 5 U 10 CHX MOP COXPAaHSIO, HUTZIE YEIOBEK HE BHICKA-
3BIBAETCS TaK SICHO, KaK BO BpeMs efbl. CTapyxa morajga KPymHUK C TOPOILTUBOM >KaJHOCTHIO,
TPOMKO YaBKasi U 3allMXMBas B POT OTPOMHBIE KyCKHU Xjie0a, Tak 4TO MOA €€ ApsOiabIMU 1IeKaMu
B3/IyBAJIMCh U JIBUTANIKCh OomnbIne rynu. Y Onecu Aaxke B MaHepe ecTh Oblila KaKas-TO BPOXKICH-
Has TOPSIZIOYHOCTbD.

CrycTst yac mocne yXHHa s IPOCTUIICS ¢ X03iKaMu N30YIIKK Ha KYphUX HOXKKaX.

— Xoture, s Bac MPOBOXKY HEMHOXKKO? — mipeyiokuia Onecs.

— Kaxkue Takue mpoBojibI erie Bbiaymana!l — cepauTo mpoiiaMkana crapyxa. — He cunures
TeOe Ha MECTe, CTPEKO3a. ..

Ho Onecs ye HakuHysa Ha TOJIOBY KPaCHBIM KallleMUPOBBIN IMJIATOK U BAPYT, MOI0EKAB K
0aly1ke, 0OHsIa ee ¥ 3BOHKO MOleIoBaja:

— babymka! Munas, goporas, 3070Tas. .. S TOJIbKO HA MUHYTOUKY, ceiiuac 1 Ha3al.

— Hy nagno, yx naaHo, BepueHas, — ciiabo oTOMBaiach OT Hee cTapyxa. — Bbl, rocronus, He
o0eccyibTe: COBCEM JypOUKa OHA y MEHSI.

[Ipoiias y3Kyr0 TPOMHMHKY, Mbl BBILUIM Ha JIECHYIO JOPOTY, YEPHYIO OT IpSA3H, BCIO UCTOII-
TaHHYIO CJelaMd KONBIT ¥ U300pPOXKICHHYIO KOJEsIMH, TIOJHBIMU BOZBI, B KOTOPOU OTpaxkasncs
noxkap BeuepHei 3apu. Mbl Tl 000YHHOM JOPOTH, CILIOINIb TOKPHITON OypbhIMHU MPOLLIOTOAHUMU
JUCTBSIMH, €Il HE BBICOXIIUMU Toclie cHera. Koe-re ckBo3b X MEPTBYIO JKEITU3HY MOAbIMAIIN
CBOM JIMJIOBbIE TOJIOBKH KPYITHbIE KOJOKOJIBYUKU «CHa» — MepBoro 1BeTka [lonechs.

— [Mocnymaii, Onecs, — Ha4am s, — MHE OY€Hb XOUETCS CIIPOCUTH TEOS KOe 0 4eM, a 51 00I0Ch,
YTO ThI paccepaulnbes... Ckaxku MHeE, IPaBy JU TOBOPAT, 4TO TBOsI 6abka... Kak Obl 3TO BBIpa-
3UTHCA?..

— Konnynss? — cniokoitHo nomoriia Mue Onecs.

— Her... He xonnyHsbs... — 3amscs 5. — Hy na, ecnu xouenb — KonayHbs. .. KoneuHo, Benpb
MaJio i uyto 6onrarot. [Touemy eil mpocTo-HampocTo He 3HATh KaKUX-HUOYAb TPaB, CPEICTB, 3aro-
BOpoB?.. Bipouem, eciu Tebe 3T0 HENPHUITHO, TO MOKEIIIb HE OTBEYATb.

— Her, otyero e, — oTo3Banack OHa MPOCTO, — UTO K TYT HempusaTHoro? J[a oHa, mpasia,
KOJAyHBsl. HO TOBKO Temeph OHA cTajia cTapa U yK He MOXKET JellaTh TOTO, YTO Jieiana paHblle.

— Yo e oHa ymena AenaTh? — MOTIO0MBITCTBOBA .

— Paznoe. JleunTs ymena, ot 3y00B mosib30Bana, pyy 3aropapuBaiia, OTUUTHIBAJIA, €CITH KOTO
OeleHast cobaka YKyCUT UJTU 3Mesl, KJIaJbl yKa3bIBaa... J]a BCETO U HE MEePEUHCIHIIIb.

— 3naemb uto, Onecs?.. Tel MEHS U3BUHH, a 5 BeJlb STOMY BceMy He Bepto. Hy, Oynb co MHOIO
OTKPOBEHHA, 51 TeOs HUKOMY HE BBIJAM: Bellb BCE 3TO OJHO MPUTBOPCTBO, YTOOBI TOJIBKO JIONEH
MOPOYHUTH?

OHa paBHONYIIHO MOXKAaJa TIEYaMH.
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— dymaiire, kak xotute. KoHeuHo, 6a0y 1epeBeHCKYI0 0OMOPOYUTH HUYETO HE CTOUT, HO BacC
Obl 51 HE cTaja OOMaHbIBATh.

— 3HauUT, Thl TBEPJO BEPUILIb KOJIJJOBCTBY?

— Jla xak e MHe He BepuTh? Beap y Hac B pomy 4apsl... Sl © caMma MHOTOE yMEIO.

— Onmnecs, ronyOymika... Ecau Obl ThI 3Hana, Kak MHE 3TO MHTEpECHO... Heyxenu Tel MHE
HUYETO HE MOKaXKeIllb?

— OTuero ke, IOKaxy, €CJIU XOTUTE, — C TOTOBHOCTHIO comtacuiachk Onecs. — Ceifuac xxena-
ete?

— Jla, ecniyu MOXXHO, ceruac.

— A GosTbes He Oynere?

— Hy Bot mrynoctu. Houbtro, MOKET OBITh, OOsIJICS OBI, a TETeph eIIe CBETIIO.

— Xopowo. /laiiTe MHE PYKY.

S noBuHoBancs. Onecst ObICTPO 3acyyiiia pyKaB MOEro MajbTO M pacCTErHysa 3aloHKYy Y
MaHKETKH, IOTOM OHa JIOCTajia U3 CBOETO KapMaHa HEOOJbIIOW, BEpIIKa B TPU, (PUHCKUI HOXHUK
Y BBIHYJIA €70 U3 KOJKaHOTO YyexJa.

— Yro THI XOUellb A€NaTh? — CIPOCUT 51, UYyBCTBYS, KaK BO MHE ILI€BEJIbHYJIOCH MOAJIEHBKOE
OIIaceHUe.

— A BOT ceituac... Beap BbI ke ckazanu, yTo He Oynere 00aThCs!

Bapyr pyka ee caenana enBa 3aMETHOE JIETKOE JABM)KEHHUE, U I OILYTHJI B MSIKOTH PYKH,
HEMHOTO BBILIE TOTO MECTA, II€ IyHat0T MYJbC, pa3apa’karolee MPUKOCHOBEHHE OCTPOTO JIE3BUSI.
KpoBp TOTUaC k€ BbICTyNMJIa BO BCIO LIMPHUHY MOPE3a, MOJIUIACH 0 PyKE U YacThIMU KallIIMU
3aKaraina Ha 3eMiito. Sl efBa yaepikaics OT TOTro, YTOObl HE KPUKHYTh, HO, KaXKeTCsl, OOIETHEII.

— He 6oiitecs, )KHUBBI OCTaHETECh, — YCMEXHYaach Oecs.

Ona kpenko oOxBaTuja pyKoOil MOIO PyKy IOBBIIIE PaHbl U, HU3KO CKJIOHMBIIKUCH K HEH
JMIIOM, cTaja OBICTPO IIENTaTh YTO-TO, 00JaBasi MO KOXKY FOpPSTYMM HPEPBIBUCTHIM JbIXaHUEM.
Korna xe Onecs BbIIpsMWIAach M pa3kaja CBOM Majibllbl, TO HA MOPAaHEHHOM MECTE OCTaJlach
TOJIbKO KpacHasi LlaparnuHa.

— Hy ut0? JloBONBEHO ¢ Bac? — ¢ JyKaBOW YJIBIOKOW CIpOCHIIa OHA, Mpsda CBOW HOXHUK. —
Xotwure euie?

— Koneuno, xouy. Tonbko, eciiu 661 MOXKHO OBLIIO, HE TaK YK CTPALIHO U 6€3 KPOBOIIPOIUTHSI,
NOKaITyICTa.

— Yro ObI BaM Takoe Noka3aTh? — 3aiymajack oHa. — Hy X0Tb pa3Be 3T0 BOT: UJUTE BIiepen
MEHS 110 Jopore... ToNbKo, CMOTpUTE, HE 000pavynBaTeCh Ha3al.

— A 5T0 He OyIeT cTpallHO? — CIIPOCUII 51, CTapasch OeCIIEYHON YIIBIOKOH NMPUKPBITH OOS3H-
BOE 0)KMJIaHUE HETIPUSATHOTO CIOpPIpHU3a.

— Her, ner... Ilyctaku... Unure.

51 mowren Briepen, O4EHb 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN OIBITOM, YYBCTBYS 34 CBOECM CIIMHOW HAIIps-
weHHbIN B3I Onecu. Ho, mpoiias okoso ABaiLaTH 1IAaroB, s BAPYT CIOTKHYJICS HA COBCEM POB-
HOM MECTE U yIaj HUYKOM.

— Wnure, unure! —3akpuuana Onecs. — He obopaunBaiitecs! 910 HUYero, 10 cBaaAbObI 3aXkKH-
BeT... Jlepkutech Kperye 3a 3eMII0, Korna OyJere najarb.

S nowen panpuie. Emie necsaTs maros, U st BTOPUYHO PACTSAHYJICS BO BECh POCT.

Onecst rpoMKO 3aX0X0Tajla ¥ 3aXJIomnaja B JIAJOLIH.

—Hy ut0? Jl0oBOIBHBI? — KpUKHYJIA OHA, CBEPKAasi CBOMMH OenbiMu 3yOamu. — Bepure Teneps?
Huuero, auyero!.. [lonerenu He BBEPX, a BHU3.

— Kak 161 3T0 cnenana? — ¢ yIuBiI€HUEM CHPOCHII 5, OTPSAXUBASICh OT MPUCTABIIUX K MOEH
OJIEK]IE BETOUEK U CyXUX TPABUHOK. — JTO HE CEKpET?

— Bogsce He cekpeT. S BaMm ¢ ynoBOJNBCTBHEM paccKaxy. TOIbKO OOIOCH, YTO, TIOKATYH, BbI
He moiimere. .. He cymero s 00bSICHUTB.
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51 neiicTBUTENHEHO HE COBCceM MOH:UI ee. Ho, ecim He ommbarock, 3TOT cBOe0Opa3HbIid (OKyC
COCTOMT B TOM, YTO OHA, WS 38 MHOIO CJIE/IOM IIar 3a LIaroM, Hora B HOT'Y, U HEOTCTYIIHO IVISASl Ha
MEHS, B TO K€ BPEMS CTapaeTCs MOAPAXKaTh KaXKI0My, CAMOMY MajleilieMy MOeMy JBUKEHUIO, TaK
CKa3aTh, OTOKIAECTBIISIET ce0sl co MHOIO. [Ipoiinsg Takum 06pa3oM HECKOJIBKO I11aroB, OHA HAYUHAET
MBICJIEHHO BOOOpakaTb Ha HEKOTOPOM PAcCTOSTHUM BIIEPEIN MEHS BEPEBKY, IPOTAHYTYIO MOMEPEK
JIOPOTH Ha apiivH OT 3eMJId. B Ty MUHYTY, KOrJia s JOJDKEH MPUKOCHYTHCS HOTOM K ATO# BOOO-
paxxaemol BepeBke, Onecst BAPYT JeslaeT MaJarollee IBUKEHUE, U TOI/a, 10 €€ CJI0BaM, CaMblii
KpPENKUH YeJIOBEK JOHKEH HEIPEMEHHO yNAacThb... TOJIBKO MHOTO BPEMEHH CIYCTS S BCIIOMHUII
couBunBoe oObsicHeHne Onecu, Koraa yutaji oTdeT nokropa [lapko 06 ombITax, MpoU3BeICHHBIX
UM HaJ IByMs manueHTkamu Canbnerpuepa, npoeCcCHOHAIBHBIMU KOJIAYHBSIMH, CTPaIaBIIMMU
ucrepueid. 1 s ObUT OYeHD YIUBIICH, Y3HAB, YTO (paHIy3CKHE KOJIYHBH U3 MPOCTOHAPOAbS MPH-
Oeranu B MOJOOHBIX CIy4yasiX COBEPILEHHO K TOM K€ CHOPOBKE, KaKyl0 IIycKaJla B X0/l XOPOIIE€Hb-
Kas [I0JIECCKasl BeAbMa.

—O! 4 ewwe MHOTO Yero ymero, — caMoyBepeHHO 3asBuia Onecs. — Hampumep, s MOry HarHatb
Ha Bac cTpax.

— Y10 3TO 3HAUUT?

— Crenaro Tak, 4To BaM cTpallHo ctaHeT. CuauTe Bbl, HAIPUMED, y ce€0sl B KOMHATE BEYEPOM,
Y BIPYT HA Bac HalIeT HU C TOTO HU C CET0 TAKOM CTpax, 4To BbI 33JPOKUTE U OIVISIHYTHCS HAa3a]l HE
nocmeete. ToNbKO AJ1s 3TOr0 MHE HYXKHO 3HaTh, I7I€ Bbl )KMBETE, U PAaHbIIIE BUJETh BAllly KOMHATY.

— Hy, yx 310 coBCeM npocTo, — ycoMHuics 5. — [lonoiaens k OKHY, OCTY4HIlb, KPUKHEIIb
YTO-HUOY/Ib.

— O Her, HeT... Sl Oyay B Jiecy B 3TO BpeMsi, HUKyZa U3 XaTbl HE BIiny... Ho g Oyny cunets u
BCE lyMaTh, UTO BOT 5 My IO YJIMLIE, BXOXKY B Balll IOM, OTBOPSIIO ABEPHU, BXOXKY B Ballly KOMHATY ...
Bbl cunute rae-HuOyb. .. Hy XOTb Y CTOJIA. .. sl IOJKPaAbIBAlOCh K BaM €331 TUXOHBKO. .. BBl MEHS
HE CJIBIILIUTE. . . 1 XBATaIO BaC 3a [JIEY0 PYKAMU U HAUMHAIO JaBUTh. .. BCE Kpemue, Kpemnye, Kpemye. ...
a cama IVISDKY Ha Bac... BOT TaK — CMOTPHUTE. ..

Ee ToHkue OpoBHM BApPYr CABHUHYJIHNCH, IVla3a B YIOP OCTAHOBMJIUCH HA MHE C IPO3HBIM U
IPUTATUBAIOLINM BBIPAKEHUEM, 3pauKH YBEJIMYWINCH U MOCHHENU. MHe ToTyac e BCIIOMHHUIIACh
BUJICHHAss MHOIO B MockBe, B TpeThsKOBCKOM Tasiepee, rojoBa Meay3sl — paboTa y>K HE TOMHIO
KaKoro XyziokHuKa. [1ox 3TUM npucTanbHbIM, CTPAHHBIM B3IJISLIOM MEHS OXBAaTHJI XOJIOAHBIH yKac
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOTO.

—Hy nonno, monno, Onecs... Byaet, — ckasai s ¢ ie’aHHbIM cMeXoM. — MHe ropasao 0obIie
HpPaBUTCS, KOT/IA ThI YABIOACHIHCS, TOTAA y TEOS TaKOe MUJIOE, IETCKOE JIUIIO.

Mpsl nonuu ganeiie. MHe BAPYr BCIOMHUJIACHh BBIPA3UTENIBHOCTh M JIaXKe ISl MPOCTOU
JEBYLIKU U3bICKaHHOCTH (hpa3 B pasroBope OiiecH, U s cKaza:

— 3Haemb, YTO MeHs yauBiser B Tebe, Onecs? Bor Tbl Belpociia B JieCy, HUKOTO HE
BUJABIIH. .. UUTATh Thl, KOHEYHO, TOKE MHOT'O HE MOIVIA.

— Jla st BOBCE HE YMEIO M YUTaTh-TO.

— Hy, Tem Goznee... A MeXIy TeM Thl TaK XOPOIIO FOBOPHUILB, HE XYK€ HACTOSIILEN OapbIIIHHU.
Ckaxu MHe, oTKyza y Te0st 310? [loHMMaelp, 0 4eM s crpaiuBaio?

— Ha, moanmato. D10 Bce oT 0abymku... Bel He misiauTe, 4To OHa Takas ¢ Bumy. ¥Y! Kakas
oHa ymHast! BoT, MoxeT ObITh, OHA U IIPU Bac Pa3srOBOPUTCS, KOTAa M0OOIbIIE IPUBBIKHET. .. OHa
BCE 3HAET, Hy IPOCTO BCE Ha CBETE, IIPO UYTO HU clipoculllb. [IpaBaa, mocrapena oHa Tenepb.

— 3HayuT, OHa MHOTO BHJIeTa Ha cBoeM BeKy? OTkyna ona ponom? I ie ona panblie xuia?

Kaxercs, atu Bompocsl He nmoHpaBuiauch Onece. OHa OoTBeTWUJIA HE Cpa3y, YKIOHYUBO U
HEOXOTHO:

—He 3naro... Jla ona 06 3TOM 1 He M0OUT TOBOpUTH. ECIn jke Koria ¥ CKaXKeT uTo, TO BCEraa
MPOCUT 3a0BITh U HE BCIIOMUHATH OoJbine... Hy, ogHako, MHe mopa, — 3aToponmiack Onecs, —
6a0ymka Oyzner cepauthes. [lo cBumanus. .. [IpoctuTe, MMEHHN Balero He 3HAIO.
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51 masBancs.

— Ban Tumodeenu? Hy, BoT u ommuHo. Tak 10 cBunanss, MBan Tumodeenu! He Opes-
TyWTe Halllel XaToi, 3aX0IUTE.

Ha npomanbe s mpoTaHy €l pyKy, M €€ MaJIeHbKasi KperKasi pyka OTBETHJIa MHE CHIIbHBIM,
JPYKECKUM TIOKATHEM.
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VI

C aTOro s s cTajd 4acThIM rocteM B M30yIlIKe Ha KypbHX HOkKaxX. Kaknelii pas, korna s
npuxoaui, Onecst BCTpeyana MEHsl ¢ CBOUM IPUBBIYHBIM CAEpPKaHHbIM AocToMHCTBOM. Ho Bee-
r7a, 0 NEPBOMY HEBOJIBHOMY JIBHIKEHUIO, KOTOPOE OHA Jieiaja, YBUJIEB MEHs, 51 3aMeyall, YTO OHA
panyetcst Moemy npuxofny. CTapyxa mo-npexHemMy He rnepectaBaia Oypdarb 4To-To ce0e 1moj HoC,
HO SIBHOTO HEIOOPOIKENaTeNIbCTBA HE BhIpaXkalia Onarofapsi HeBUIMMOMY JIJIsl MEHS, HO HECOMHEH-
HOMY 3aCTYITHUYECTBY BHYYKHU; TAK)KE HEMAJIO€ BIUSHUE B OJIarOTBOPHOM JIJIsl MEHS CMBICIIE OKa-
3bIBAJIM PUHOCHMBIE MHOIO KO€-KOT/